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" THE COWPLEX"
FADE | N:
| NT. APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM -- N GHT

PRESTON
This marriage i s over.

ANNA sets her glass of Chardonnay on a table, giving her
husband, BOYD PRESTQON, her full attention

ANNA
Boyd. . .
PRESTON
Listen to ne... Wen we noved here,
had a new job, better pay.
(beat)

| thought it would change everything.
And it did... Just not for the better.

A spaci ous two bedroom apartnent, beautifully decorated.

PRESTON
Thi ngs have happened since then. Bad
things. Most of themny fault.

ANNA
| don't want to | ose you..

PRESTON
Anna. This marriage has got to end.
(Il ong beat)
Tonmorrow, we start fresh. New yweds.
The | ast seven years forgotten.

ANNA
| don't want to forget.

PRESTON
| know.

They kiss. Passionately.
The cl ock strikes m dnight, and Preston |aughs.

PRESTON
Let's go sw nmm ng.

ANNA
It's |ate, what about the nei ghbors?

PRESTON
Screw t he nei ghbors.

He grabs her hand, starts out of the apartnent.
She st ops.



ANNA
My bathing suit...
PRESTON
You won't need it. W're new yweds,

remenber ?
Preston | aughs and runs out the door.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

Preston runs down the stairs to the pool in the center of
the conplex. Taking off his tie, his shirt.

Anna reluctantly follows, finishing her wine, first.

ANNA
Honey? Honey.

PRESTON
Cone on!

Preston opens the wooden gate top the pool, takes off the
rest of his clothes, and dives into the water naked.

UNDERWATER

Preston swns to the end of the pool, surfaces for a quick
breath, swins back to the deep end.

Through the rippled water, he can see the sil houette of Anna,
standing at the edge of the pool. Haloed by patio Iights.

SW MM NG POOL AREA
Preston bursts to the surface of the pool, |aughing at Anna..
Except it's not Anna.

PRESTON
VWat are you..... ?

Is all he gets out before a steel pipe wapped in a towel
SLAMS into his head. Preston struggles until his lungs enpty.

Dead in the water.

The SILHOUETTE bl ends wth the shadows as Anna opens the
wooden gate and sees her husband floating in the pool.

She SCREAMS so | oud, windows in the conplex rattle.
TI TLES OVER NEWSPAPER CLASSI FI ED ADS

Pages and pages of ads. Hones for rent. Roons for rent.
Townhouses for rent. Trailers for rent.
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APARTMENT ADS. Hundreds of them Some circled in red ink.
Sone have Thomas CGui de page nunbers next to themin red ink

Circled three tines: Wolrich Arnms, Spaci ous One and Two
Bedr oons, Security Building, Quiet, Freeway cl ose, G eat
Nei ghbor hood. . .

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS APARTMENTS -- DAY

Car doors cl ose behi nd ROBERT and G NNY TOANSEND, an
attractive couple in their early thirties. They've been
married for a decade, still act |ike new yweds.

ROBERT
Easy to find fromthe freeway.

G NNY
A pretty good nei ghborhood.

ROBERT
On a cul -de-sac. Not nuch traffic.

G NNY
Lots of trees. Looks like they keep up
the grounds, that's a good sign. And

it IS quiet.
ROBERT
(sinister)
Too qui et.

They | augh, cross to the intercombox at the front gates.

THE WOOLRI CH ARMS consists of two dozen units surrounding a
SWi nm ng pool. An older building, wwth a fresh coat of paint
and new | andscaping. The ideal place to live.

Robert hits the buzzer.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- DAY

The buil ding manager smles, offers his hand.

JEFFRI ES
Sam Jeffries, |I'mthe manager.

JEFFRIES is a ruggedly handsone ex-contractor, dressed
casually in jeans and work shirt. He exudes a masculine
sel f confidence. Never goes anywhere without his tool belt.

ROBERT
Rob Townsend, ny wfe, G nny.

JEFFRI ES
Nice to neet you

Jeffries shakes her hand, a hint of flirtation in his eyes.



JEFFRI ES
VWhat are you fol ks I ooking for? One
bedroonf? Two bedroonf?

ROBERT
A | arge two bedroom

JEFFRI ES
(j okes)
He nust snore sonething awful if you
sl eep in separate roons.

ROBERT
We're going to use the other bedroom as
an office. @G nny's been working at
home for the past few nonths.

G nny | ooks away fromJeffries. She hasn't worked in nonths.
JEFFRI ES
Just so happens | have a nice big two
bedroomw th a fresh coat of paint...
Jeffries gives themthe nickle tour.

JEFFRI ES
The pool is right through here.

Jeffries opens a snmall wooden gate to..

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- DAY

In one of the chaise |ounges, a hot divorcee who doesn't
| ook over forty (HELEN BAILY) in dark glasses and a sexy
bi kini sips a martini while chain snoking nenthol cigarettes.

JEFFRI ES
How are you, today, Ms. Baily?

HELEN
Coul dn't be better.

JEFFRI ES
(to Robert and G nny)
There's no |ifeguard, so you have to be
car ef ul

G nny nods, they | eave the pool area and enter..

EXT. PATI O AREA -- DAY

Lots of shade trees and deck chairs.

JEFFRI ES
Qur patio. A great place to read the
paper Sunday norni ng.



G NNY
| like the trees.

JEFFRI ES
Thanks. Planted them nyself. Wanted
to give ny tenants a rest fromthe
concrete | ook of the city.

G NNY
So you garden?

JEFFRI ES
| do everything. See, I'mnot just a
tenant, |I'mthe owner as well.

ROBERT

Real | y?
EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COVPLEX -- DAY

Jeffries |l eads themout of the patio to the stairs.

JEFFRI ES
| used to be in construction. GCeneral
contracting. Saw this place one day
driving around after the real estate
crash. Bought it for a song..

(beat)
Rebuilt the place nyself. Sone of the
units still aren't finished.

(sml es)

The idea was to retire, but it's becone
nmy life's work.

ROBERT
No rest for the wi cked, huh?

Jeffries laughs, takes themup the stairs.

JEFFRI ES
Think of it as having a repai rman on
sight. M apartnent is over there.
(poi nts)
But please don't call ne after ten unless
it's an energency.

G nny and Robert smle.

JEFFRI ES
Laundry roomis through there.
(opens door)
And your unit's right here.

| NT. EMPTY APARTMENT -- DAY

A spaci ous two bedroomw th MANY | uxurious additions.
A built-in side board, real wood trim around the w ndows.



This is the prinme unit in the conpl ex.

G NNY
Look at the wood work.

While G nny noves fromroomto room inmagining furniture,
Robert and Jeffries hang back a few steps.

JEFFRI ES
Sprinklers and snoke detectors in every
room. .

G NNY
Rob, | ook at the firepl ace.

ROBERT
(smles)
Perfect for those hundred degree L. A
W nters.

G nny noves into the bedroons.

JEFFRI ES
What ki nd of work do you do?

ROBERT
Stock broker for Webb-Payner. Just
transferred down from San Franci sco.

JEFFRI ES
Pronoti on?

ROBERT
More of a lateral nove.

Robert makes sure G nny is out of range.

ROBERT
We had to get out of the city. See,
G nny quit her job when she got pregnant.
Turned our spare roominto a nursery.
Really fixed it up

(beat)

Then she had a m scarriage. She was
pretty depressed, and having to | ook at
that nursery every day didn't hel p.

Jeffries puts a hand on Robert's shoul der.

JEFFRI ES

Sonetinmes it's good to get a fresh start.
Let go of the past.

(sml es)
Hell, that's what this place was supposed
to be for ne. A fresh start. | swear,
sonetinmes | think it'll be the end of
ne.



VWien G nny enters, Robert and Jeffries are | aughing.

G NNY
And what's so funny?
JEFFRI ES
Just man tal k.
ROBERT
What do you think?
G NNY
I like it.
ROBERT

VWhat are the terns?

JEFFRI ES
Fifteen hundred a nonth, which is two
hundred | ess than the place next door.
First and | ast.

ROBERT
Deposi t?
JEFFRI ES
| trust you.
(beat)

Don't tell the rent board this, but I'm
ki nd of picky about who | let into this
pl ace. No gang bangers, no conspi cuous
tattoos, no face jewelry, no coll ege
kids. | |ike young coupl es.

G NNY
We aren't exactly young...

JEFFRI ES
But you're married, stable, enployed.
Just like the people who were here
bef ore.

ROBERT
What happened to thenf? You raise the
rent?

Jeffries turns serious.

JEFFRI ES
No. The husband died in an accident.
She noved out a couple of weeks |ater.
A tragedy. He was like, in his late
twenties.

G NNY
WOw.



JEFFRI ES
Sonmeone you see every day... You just
don't think things |ike that coul d happen
to them It's scary.

Jeffries tries a smle.

JEFFRI ES
| assure you the place is not haunted.

He noves to the front door.

JEFFRI ES
Tell you what. |'ve got sonme work to
do on the patio. Wy don't you two
| ook around, think about it, cone see
me when you deci de.

He points to the door knob.

JEFFRI ES
This button, here, |ocks the door.

ROBERT
Thanks.

When Jeffries | eaves, Robert and G nny | ook at each ot her
ROBERT
What do you think. [It's a one year
| ease. Could you stay here that |ong?
She wanders around, |looking at walls, a feel for the room

G NNY
It feels... safe

ROBERT
Good.

She conmes back to him and they Kkiss.
EXT. PATI O AREA -- DAY

Jeffries transplanting a tree, shirt off and sweaty, when
Robert and G nny approach

JEFFRI ES
So? What'd you two decide?

ROBERT
We're going to take it.

JEFFRI ES
|'ve got sone paperwork in the office.
Gve ne a mnute, 1'll be right there.



Robert and G nny cross to the office.

EXT. CTY STREETS -- DAY

Robert and G nny's car at a stop light..
A huge MOVI NG VAN behi nd them al nost touching their bunper.
| NT. ROBERT'S CAR -- DAY

Robert and G nny sing along with a cassette.

ROBERT

It's too late, to turn back, now. ..
G NNY

| believe, | believe, | believe I'm

falling in |ove...
The |ight changes and they go, noving van right behind them
| NT. ROB & G NNY' S APARTMENT -- DAY

A pair of MOVING MEN bring in furniture.

G NNY
| think the sofa should go over there.
ROBERT
Wiy don't we just have themset it down
and we'l|l place it later?
MOVI NG #1

Sounds good to ne.

They practically drop the sofa were they're standi ng and
hustl e out of the room

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. ROB & G NNY' S APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

The apartnment is full of furniture and cardboard boxes.
Robert and G nny sit on the floor eating Chinese food from
cartons. Robert sets his carton down and gives her a Kkiss.

G NNY
Mhimmm You taste |i ke Mu Shu Pork.

Robert dips his finger in the sweet & sour sauce, rubs sone
on Gnny's chest, then licks it off.

ROBERT
Sweet and sour chi ck.

She | aughs.
They begin taking off each other's clothes, kissing, |icking.
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G NNY
Keep that hot nustard away from ne.

They make | ove on the living roomfloor. Passionate, fun.

Afterwards, Robert is licking sweet and sour off his fingers.

ROBERT
Thi nk we should test every roonf
G NNY
Whay? Think an hour from now you'll be
hor ny agai n?
ROBERT
(1 aughs)

|"'mnot sure | can wait an hour.
G nny junps up and runs into the bedroom Robert follows.

G NNY (O S.)
My not her always told ne no strenuous
exercise for an hour after eating...

ROBERT
Afraid I'll drown?

G NNY (O S.)
(1 aughs)
Goi ng down once, twice, three tines...
Cut of f by the sounds of passion fromthe bedroom

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Dressed in matching robes, Robert and G nny place furniture.

Robert sets down an end table and sees sonet hi ng between the
carpet and the wall... an un-fired pistol shell.
Wi rd.

He studies it for a nonent, before pocketing it.
Never mentions it to G nny.

G NNY

Maybe the sofa should go over there?
ROBERT

You'll have all day tonorrowto find

better places for the sofa. Let's just
see if we can find the floor.

G nny nods, and they continue placing furniture.
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| NT. ROB & G NNY' S BATHROOM -- NI GHT

An ol d piece of browni sh paper masks the nedi ci ne cabi net
mrror. @Gnny tears it off, alnost throws it away, then
notices the hieroglyphics printed on the back. Strange.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

Robert finds their wedding photo in a box, puts it on the
mantle. Smles, renenbering the day ten years ago.

G NNY
Robert. Wat do you nake of this?

ROBERT
| can make a hat, | can nmake a swan...
(sees the hieroglyphics)
Wi rd.

G NNY
Do you think the previous tenants were
munmm es?

Robert shakes his head, carefully folds the paper, and puts
it in his pocket... Wth the bullet.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

ROBERT
Any t hought about goi ng back to work?
G NNY
Maybe after a while. Wen we get
settl ed.
ROBERT

| just don't want this to turn into a
ful

bl own depression, you know?
G NNY
| know.
ROBERT

A new begi nni ng doesn't work unl ess
it's for both of us.

G nny nods. Robert takes her in his arnms and ki sses her
They end up in the freshly nade bed.

FADE QUT.
EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS APARTMENTS -- EVEN NG

The NO VACANCY sign is up.
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EXT. PATI O AREA -- EVEN NG

Fl ames in the night sky.
From a bar becue, cooking chicken, hanburgers, hot dogs.

A banner across the patio area offers a generic WELCOVE, but
it's obvious that Robert and G nny are the guests of honor

Just over a dozen tenants m |l around, eating burgers and
dri nki ng keg beer, welcom ng the new coupl e.

ALICE RICHVMOND, a bird-like wonan with a patch over her |eft
eye, has had one too many beers.

RI CHMOND
You noved HERE from San Franci sco?

ROBERT
Looki ng for our place in the sun.

Rl CHVOND
They don't have sun in northern
California?

G NNY

Actual |y, Robert got transferred.
RI CHMOND

| wish ny office would transfer ne

sonepl ace... Far away from here.
G NNY

You don't |ike Los Angel es?

RI CHMOND
The filth? The crime? The snpg? What's
not to |ike?

ROBERT
At least it's not raining.

RI CHMOND
Soneday a real rain will conme and wash
all of this filth away. | keep trying
to nove, but there's no escape.

(beat)
| just hope | get out before | end up
like M. Preston, the last tenant...

ROBERT
What happened to hin? M. Jeffries
said there was sone kind of accident...

ON THE OTHER SI DE OF THE PATI O

Robert and G nny talk with BYRON CRANE, a soft, pudgy man
with traces of polish on his fingernails.
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CRANE
Accident? That's what they call it?
G NNY
Wasn't it?
CRANE
D ed before his tine, that's what
happened. 1've seen a |ot of people

di e, but never anyone that young..
Crane sees G nny's shocked expression, explains.

CRANE
|'"'ma nurse. The cancer ward at St.
Joe's Hospital

G NNY
Oh.

CRANE
It's sad to see so many peopl e dying.
Just wasting away. Sonetines | try to
ease their suffering...

NEAR THE BEER KEG

Robert fills his cup. Behind him ARBOGAST, a skinny hawk
nosed man with a bitter attitude waits for the spigot.

ARBOGAST
That's all | ever hear. Pain and
suffering, conplaints about |ife.
ROBERT
Psychol ogi st ?
ARBOGAST
Bartender. Sane difference | guess.
Let nme tell you, one thing | learned in
my business: \What goes around cones
ar ound.
ROBERT
Real | y?
ARBOGAST

Regul ar custoner, cones in every night,
drinking hinself into the ground, right?
Hits bottom goes to AA, cleans up his
life. Lost customer, right?

ROBERT
| guess.
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ARBOGAST
They al ways cone back. Two, three
nmont hs, a year later: they're back on
the stool ordering doubles..

ON THE OTHER SI DE OF THE PATI O

Gnny is talking with CHAMBERS, overly slick, w th obvious
hair plugs and gl asses so thick you can't see his eyes.

CHAMBERS
Do you play tennis?

G NNY
No.

CHAMBERS

| have to. Part of the job.
Robert returns, hands G nny a fresh beer

G NNY
What do you do?

CHAMBERS
"' ma producer.

ROBERT
Movi es? TV?

CHAMBERS
| nsurance. Sal es.

G NNY
Oh.

CHAMBERS
You know what's the key to conm ssi ons?
Repeat business. Past clients. Every
time | nove to a new conpany, | bring
all of my clients with ne.

ROBERT
(false smle)
| nt eresti ng.
As Chanbers rattles on, Robert and G nny exchange | ooks.
ANOTHER PART OF THE PATI O
Robert and G nny neet M. & Ms. MLLER, both in their 50s.

MRS. M LLER
Lose interest and the marriage dies.

ROBERT
| invest in T bills...



MRS. M LLER
You know how we add spice to our
marri age?

G nny and Robert can't wait to hear the answer.

MRS. M LLER
We change sects every nonth.
ROBERT
You change SEX?
MRS. M LLER
No, silly. SECTS.
(expl ai ns)

Last nonth we were Baptists. This nonth

we' re Hi ndu. Next nonths we'll either

be Presbyterians, or Christian Naturists.

(beat)
Paul may have a problem becom ng a

naturi st, because of his office's dress

code. ..

ON THE OTHER SI DE OF THE PATI O

15.

DOYLE, a scary |ooking 30 year old, notices Robert staring

at his gun and shoul der hol ster (under his sport coat).

DOYLE

Part of the job. Nothing to worry about.
ROBERT

You a cop?
DOYLE

Security. You know those signs that
say "Arnmed Response"? That's ne.

ROBERT
Have gun, will travel.

DOYLE
That's it. Eight hours driving around
a protected zone, waiting for a call.
Usual ly, no calls.

ROBERT
Peacef ul .

DOYLE

Too peaceful. [I'mchonping at it, man.

Want to see sone action. Wat do you
do?

ON THE OTHER SI DE OF THE PATI O
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Robert and G nny talk with FREMONT, reed thin with a shock
of inpossibly colored orange hair. He oozes weirdness.

G NNY
Robert works for Webb-Payner. The
br oker age house?

FREMONT
l"msorry. I'mafraid | don't get out
much. | live a cloistered life. Mst
of the tenants here keep to thensel ves.
That's why | like it.
ROBERT
What do you do?
FREMONT
Egyptology. |I'ma professor at UCLA
G NNY
We found sone hieroglyphics in our
apart ment .
FREMONT

Pai nted? Carved?

ROBERT
On a piece of paper. For all we know,
it was sonebody's laundry Iist.

FREMONT
Unusual . Very unusual

G NNY
W t hought so, too.

As G nny and Robert chat wth Frenont, we see Jeffries sitting
on top of a patio table lording over his tenants.

A | ook of satisfaction. These are H S people. H'S tenants.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS APARTMENTS -- MORNI NG

Robert zoons out of the underground garage, going to work.

| NT. LAUNDRY ROOM -- DAY

Gnny listens to the dryers hum alone. Notices a bulletin
board on the wall, hops off the bench to take a | ook.

THE BULLETI N BOARD

Has the typical apartnent conplex nessages. But one corner
is filled with a collage of stapled photos. Wird photos.
Wnen's faces. Hands spanking body parts. Creepy stuff.

BUZZZ!



17.
The dryer alarm goes off. G nny junps.
She attends to her wash, wondering what the collage is about.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S LI VING ROOM -- DAY

Furniture in its proper place, pictures on the walls,
apartnment decorating conplete.

G nny wanders with a steami ng cup of coffee, |ooking for
sonmet hing to occupy her tine.

She | ooks out the living roomw ndow at the sw nm ng pool .

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- DAY

G nny passes Helen on her way to a chai se | ounge, wearing a
two piece, carrying the |atest Sue G afton paperback.

Hel en is always dressed in her bikini and dark gl asses,
puffing away on nenthol cigarettes.

HELEN
Well, well. The new nei ghbor.

G NNY
G nny Townsend.

HELEN
Helen Baily... The ex-Ms Baily.

A brief shake of hands.

HELEN
Cigarette?

G NNY
| quit. You're divorced?

HELEN
Blissfully. For an entire glorious
year.

G NNY
Sounds |ike you had a rough one.

HELEN
| thought it would be better the second
time around. | was wong. Al nen ARE
turnips. And you?

G NNY
Still working on ny first marriage. And

hopefully nmy only.



HELEN
Well, don't be surprised if it goes to
hell in a handcart.
(beat)
At | east you have your afternoons free.
What do you do?

G NNY
| used to work for a nortgage banker. |
quit when | got pregnant...
(beat)
After the m scarriage..
(beat)
Do you wor k?

HELEN
| work on ny tan. Community property
was very good to ne. It should be, I
put the bastard through nmedi cal school
and worked two jobs while he was
establishing his practice. That was ny
first husband. M second was a bum
Thought he could live off ne.

G NNY
Two can't |live as cheaply as one?

HELEN
Not on soneone el se's noney. Not the
way Ceorge |ived.

(1 aughs)
So... Wat brings you to the Wholrich
Conpl ex?
G NNY

Robert, my husband, thought it m ght be

a good idea to nove. Get a fresh start.

HELEN
There are no new begi nnings. No matter
where we go, we take ourselves with us.
Qur ol d problens tag al ong. .

G NNY

No such thing as starting over?
HELEN

Honey, | can't start over until nmy ex

is six feet under ground. Even then,
that son of a bitch' |l probably haunt

ne.
(puffs)
My second husband, that is.

G NNY
Ceor ge.

18.
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HELEN
Yes. Ceorge has turned into quite the
little bastard. Had to get a restraining
order after the divorce.
puffs)
He still calls. Just to say he hates
me. The bastard.

G NNY
At | east he renenbers you

Hel en | aughs.

G nny notes a figure in one of the apartnment w ndows, watching
them Before the curtains close, she recognizes Ms. Mller.

HELEN
Wel conme to the nei ghborhood.

G NNY
It's a nice building.

HELEN
Jeffries really keeps it up. He always
seens to be working on sonething. Bare
chested. Using some sort of power tool.

Hel en's | eer can be seen even with the dark gl asses.

HELEN
This place is his obsession.
(puffs)
Personally, | think he should find a
girl. He could still use the power
tools, if he likes.

G nny thinks about Jeffries.

HELEN
" m kind of surprised he rented your
unit... So soon after the accident.
G NNY

He told us..

Hel en cuts her off by greeting Jeffries.

HELEN
Speak of the devil.
JEFFRI ES
And he shall appear... to clean the

pool .

Jeffries, dressed in cut offs, tool belt, and a nuscle T
shirt, grabs the pool skimmer and goes to work.
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JEFFRI ES
Gossi pi ng about ne again, Ms. Baily?

HELEN
Just passing tine.

Jeffries skins next to Hel en.

JEFFRI ES
(flirting)
A few nore hours in the sun Ms. Baily
and your skin will |ook Iike real

Corinthian | eat her.

HELEN
|"msure you'd like to Arnorize it.

Jeffries |laughs, hangs up the skimrer, cleans the pool filter.

G nny sets her book down, noves to the edge of the pool

G NNY
s it okay to go in?
JEFFRI ES
Sur e.
They exchange smles. It's hard for Gnny not to stare at

hi s muscul ar body. She finally dives in.

Jeffries tests the pool water for chemcals. Wen G nny
breaks surface, he nods to her.

JEFFRI ES
|"mgoing to add sone chlorine. It may
sting your eyes a little.

G nny nods, swins sone nore. Jeffries adds chlorine, tests
the water again, then closes the test kit.

Hel en wat ches Jeffries watch G nny sw m

G nny breaks the surface and | eans agai nst the side of the
pool near Jeffries.

JEFFRI ES
| was adm ring your form
G NNY
(flirting)
What sharp little eyes you have, M.
Jeffries.
JEFFRI ES

You ought to see ny teeth.
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G NNY
You're not married?

JEFFRI ES
Used to be.

Helen tries for Jeffries' attentions.

HELEN
Didn't we all.
(puffs)
M. Jeffries is a confirnmed bachel or.

JEFFRI ES
Foot| oose and fi ance free.

G NNY
Pl aying the field?

JEFFRI ES
Usual |y just playing.

Hel en tries harder: Myving to her feet and adjusting her
bi kini top... showng a flash of breast.

HELEN
" mgoing inside. Rub some |lotion on
this leather. You're free to join ne
M. Jeffries..

JEFFRI ES
|"ve got sonme work to do.

Helen tries to hide her jealousy with a smle, and | eaves
the pool area. Wen she's gone, Jeffries turns to G nny.

JEFFRI ES
You're a good sw nmer.

G NNY
Made mny high school's varsity sw m
team .. That was a long tine ago.

JEFFRI ES

Does your husband sw nf?
G NNY

Robert ?

(beat)

He doesn't even like to get wet.
JEFFRI ES

Do you?
G NNY

What ?
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JEFFRI ES
Li ke to get wet?

G nny pulls away fromthe edge of the pool
G NNY
(col d)
| thought you had work to do.
Jeffries realizes he's crossed the |ine.
JEFFRI ES
Sorry. | was just joking around. |
didn't nean to...

G NNY
No of f ense t aken.

G nny plunges beneath the surface, sw ns away.
Jeffries watches G nny swma bit before | eaving.

| NT. COVPLEX UNDERCGROUND GARACE -- EVEN NG

Robert parks his car, hears sonething.
A baby crying? A cat in heat?

Robert scans the dark garage, spots Byron Crane sitting on
the cenent next to his car, crying. Myves to the male nurse.

ROBERT
Are you okay?

CRANE
Leave ne al one. Just |eave ne al one.

Crane swings his hand to keep himaway. Continues sobbi ng.
Robert doesn't know what to do, reluctantly | eaves.

Crane sits on the dirty cenment floor, crying his eyes out.

EXT. MAI LBOXES -- EVEN NG

Robert stops at the mail boxes to grab their nail

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- EVEN NG

A bubbl e breaks the surface of the water in the sink.
It's obviously not draining.

G nny hits the garbage di sposal swtch
Not hi ng happens.
Robert tosses the mail on the kitchen table.

G NNY
Gar bage di sposal ' s broken.



ROBERT
New apartnent. |It's probably sonething
sinple. The wring...

G NNY
You want to take a | ook?

ROBERT
VWhat? M fix it? That's what | andl ords
are for.

G NNY

Meanwhi | e we have a broken di sposal, a
cl ogged sink, and I can't use the
di shwasher.

ROBERT
VWhat you're trying to say is that this
br oken garbage di sposal is the first
step to world nucl ear destruction?

Robert puts his arns around her. She reciprocates.

ROBERT
Your hands are wet.

Robert pulls away, checking his shirt.

G NNY
You aren't going to |l ook at this?
ROBERT
| wouldn't know what to do. |'d just
end up getting ny hands dirty, and it'd
still be broken.

(beat)
My dad was M. Do It Your-selfer. Could
fix anything. Never called a repairmn
in hislife. He' d wrk a ten hour shift
at the factory, come hone and spend al
night in the garage fixing the | awnmower.

(beat)
When he died, the nortician had to bl each
his fingers to get the grinme out from
under his nails.

(beat)
| could go ny whole life wthout ever
touching a tool and die a happy man.

G NNY
Wth a broken garbage disposal.

ROBERT
"1l call Jeffries. Have himtake care
of it tomorrow. Ckay?

G nny nods and Robert noves into her arns.
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ROBERT
Have you gi ven any thought about going
back to work?

G NNY
| "' m shopping for office furniture
tomorrow. See if | can fill up that

spare bedroom
G nny laughs and they kiss. Robert doesn't m nd her wet
hands. They start noving towards the bedroom
Si anese Twins joined at the |ips.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- MORNI NG

Bam Bam Bam

Robert follows the sound to Jeffries, repairing a fence with
a hammer as Alice Ri chnond wat ches.

ROBERT
M. Jeffries?

RI CHMOND
He' s wor ki ng.

Eye patched Ri chnond puts herself between the two nen.

The nmen are pol ar opposites: Jeffries stripped to the waist,
perfectly tanned, nuscled, holding the hamrer.
Robert in his blue suit and tie, briefcase, pale and scrawny.

Jeffries pushes past Richnond, who shudders at his touch,
smles at Robert. Lots of male posturing.

JEFFRI ES
M. Townsend?

ROBERT
(1 ntim dat ed)
There's a problem with um wth our
kitchen sink. ..

JEFFRI ES
Sonet hi ng serious?
ROBERT
No. [It's just clogged.
JEFFRI ES
Want to borrow ny snake?
ROBERT
well. ..
JEFFRI ES

You know how to use one, don't you?
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ROBERT
|"'malready late for work. Could you
um take care of it for nme?

JEFFRI ES
Sure. No problem

Jeffries turns back to the fence.
Bam Bam Bam
EXT. STAPLES OFFI CE SUPPLY -- DAY

Signs in the w ndows announce a sale on office furnishings.

| NT. STAPLES OFFI CE SUPPLY -- DAY

G nny, dressed in business attire, is |ooking at desks.
Openi ng drawers, checking the construction.

SALESMVAN
Can | help you with a desk?

G NNY
Just | ooking right now

The SALESMAN nods and noves on to the next custoner.

EXT. COVPLEX UNDERGROUND GARAGE -- DAY

Gnny pulls into the garage, gets out of her car, Staples
bag i n hand. Crosses to the stairs.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S APARTMENT -- DAY

G nny cl oses and | ocks the door behind her

The Staples bag gets dunped in the enpty spare bedroom on
her way to the Master Bedroom

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROCOM

G nny starts taking off the business clothes.
Stripping off the blazer, the skirt.

Hangi ng both up in the cl oset.

Taking off her scarf-tie and bl ouse.

Hangi ng t hem up.

She chooses a pair of jeans and pullover top fromthe cl oset.

G NNY
Dammed panty hose.

She strips off panty hose, grabs underwear from her drawer...

And hears a noi se.
Frominside the apartnent.



26.
She quickly pulls on the underwear. Scar ed.

G NNY
Hel | 0?

No answer.

Maybe it was nothing. Listens closely for a nonent, shakes
her head, grabs her jeans..

And hears ANOTHER noi se.
Letting go of the jeans, she cautiously goes to investigate.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S APARTMENT -- DAY

G nny creeps down the hallway, backlit by the light fromthe
master bedroom ... the only light on in the apartnent. Ready
for sonething or soneone to spring at her fromthe shadows.

The door to her office is closed.
Didn't she |eave it open?

G nny braces herself, then presses the door open slowy.

The roomis enpty.

She takes a step into the room.. then | ooks behind the door.
Not hi ng.

ANOTHER NO SE fromthe front of the apartnent. She junps.

G nny steps out of the room creeping down the hall

The bat hroom door is open.

G nny cautiously enters the dark bathroom
Enpt y.

VWhat about the tub?

She grabs the shower curtain, slowy draws it back.
Tension builds. Suspense.

Not hing in the tub...

ANOTHER NO SE. From the Living Roonf

Did she | eave the front door open?

G nny | eaves the dark bathroom venturing down the shadowed

hal lway to the living room
Movi ng cautiously. Tension.
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I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- DAY

G nny creeps into the room

G NNY
Hel | 0?

She gets all the way into the living room when the voice
conmes fromright behind her.

JEFFRI ES
Ms. Townsend.

Gnny junps half a mle into the air. Al nbst screans.
She spins to see...

Jeffries, kind of dirty, holding a pipe wench in one hand.

JEFFRI ES
Didn't nean to scare you
G NNY
VWhat are you doi ng here?
JEFFRI ES
Fi xi ng the garbage di sposal. Your

husband sai d. ..

She cal ms. Enbarrassed by her reaction.

G NNY
l"msorry. | just didn't know you were
her e.

JEFFRI ES

You want ne to cone back |ater?

G NNY
No. ..

She realizes she's only dressed in bra and panties and becones
enbarrassed again, covering herself with her hands.

JEFFRI ES

| had to put in a newunit. The old
di sposal had sonmething stuck in it.
Fromthe | ast tenants. Looked |ike
bones. Probably chicken.

(beat)
You' ve got to be careful what you put
in these things. Even celery can be a
problem It's got those strings init.
They get caught in the bl ades.

G NNY
['Il remenber that.
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JEFFRI ES
| was just finishing up. Having problens
with anything else? As long as |I'm

here. ..
G NNY
Everything else is fine.
JEFFRI ES
Like | said. |If you ever need anything,
don't hesitate to call. 1'd rather nip

these things in the bud than wait until
t hey beconme big problens. Big problens
al ways end up costing ne...

G NNY
|'d better get dressed.

Jeffries nods.

JEFFRI ES
be out of here in a mnute. Want

Il
to |l ock the door?

I 1
nme

G NNY
Yes. Pl ease.

She squeezes past him down the hall to the master bedroom
Jeffries watches her ass, smles.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROCOM

G nny doesn't close the bedroom door behind her

She pulls on her jeans and sits on the edge of the bed,
t hi nki ng about M. Jeffries.

JEFFRIES (0. S.)
Ckay. You're all set.

G NNY
Thanks.

She hears the front door close behind himas he | eaves.
G nny sm | es.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- EVEN NG

G nny sm | es.

ROBERT
VWhat's so funny.

Robert closes the front door and sets down his briefcase.
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G NNY
Not hi ng.

ROBERT
Did Jeffries get the disposal fixed?

G NNY
It was working when | got hone today.

Robert ki sses her, but she doesn't respond.

ROBERT
Get your furniture?
G NNY
Still looking. | don't want to buy the

first desk | see and be stuck with it
for the rest of nmy life.

Robert nods.

EXT. COWPLEX DUMPSTER -- EVEN NG

Robert takes the garbage to the dunpster behind the conpl ex.
Cets ready to toss the bag inside when he hears the noise.
Sonmeone inside the dunpster.

He peers inside.
Chanbers, the insurance man with bad hair plugs, is sifting
t hrough the contents of the dunpster... dressed in a suit.

ROBERT
M . Chanbers?

CHAMBERS
(expl ai ns, enbarrassed)
Thi ngs keep di sappearing from ny
apartnment. Inportant papers and..
(breaks down)
|"ve |l ost nmy nother.

ROBERT
" m sorry.
CHAMBERS
No. No. The photo of ny nother. It's
gone. | can't imagine throwing it away

by accident, but | nust have...

ROBERT
| hope you find it.

He gently sets his bag inside the dunpster, |eaves.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS APARTMENTS -- NI GHT

Dar kness has fallen on the conpl ex.
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| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Robert and G nny are sl eeping when a strange noi se yanks
G nny awake... A screanf? A baby crying?

She sits up in bed... Robert is still asleep.

In the dark bedroom the nenory of the sound seens fuzzy...
Was it real? Her imagination? O a dreanf

She can't get back to sleep, and pads out of the bedroomin
shirt and panti es.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

Gnny flips on lights, then pulls back the curtains to | ook
at the dark conplex. Enpty. Silent.

Still unable to sleep, she clicks on the TV, volune |ow, and
wat ches CNN Headl i ne News.

| NT. LAUNDRY ROOM -- NI GHT

On the bulletin board, the collage has grown. Spanking,
bal d nen, babies, toad's tongues, clowns having sex.

FADE QUT.
| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY

When G nny wakes up, the sun is shining. Robert is gone.
| N THE BATHROOM

G nny steps out of the shower wapped in a towel.
She exam nes herself in the mrror.

Opens the nedici ne cabi net, pops a Prozac.

As she turns to | eave the bathroom she hears a noi se.
Turning... she sees soneone | ooking RI GHT AT HER!

It's only her reflection in the mrror.

But when she turns away, she can't help but steal a quick
gl ance back: Is her reflection still watching her?

A knock at the front door!

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S LI VING ROOM -- DAY

G nny, in a robe, looks through the front door's peephol e.
A distorted image of the enpty upstairs hall.

G nny makes sure the chain is on before opening the door



No one is outside. Wwo knocked?
She takes the chain off, opens the door.

EXT. ROB & G NNY' S APARTMENT -- DAY

G nny takes a step out of the apartnent.
Dressed only in her robe.
Not hing in her hands to use as a weapon.

Looks all the way down the hall to her right.
No one.

G nny | ooks down the hallway to her left.... enpty.
Then she notices the box of roses.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S LI VING ROOM -- DAY

The roses have a card, which isn't signed. She smles..
THE PHONE RI NGS LOUDLY
G nny junps. She calns and picks up the phone.

G NNY
Hel | 0?

| NT. ROBERT'S OFFI CE -- DAY

ROBERT
Just wanted to say good norning. You
were asleep when | left.

The difference between the enclosed dark apartnent and
Robert's spacious view office is startling.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S LI VING ROOM -- | NTERCUT

G nny wal ks over to the box of roses.

G NNY
Good nor ni ng.

ROBERT
Have a rough night?

G NNY
Sonet hi ng woke nme up. | couldn't get
back to sl eep.

ROBERT
Ni ght mares agai n?

G NNY
No. Just a noi se.
( MORE)

31.



G NNY ( CONT' D)
(beat)
Thanks for the fl owers.

ROBERT
VWhat fl owers?

G NNY
"What fl owers?”
(smles)
You know, you forgot to sign the card.

ROBERT
You lost ne. What card?

G NNY
You didn't send ne a dozen roses this
nor ni ng?

ROBERT
Sounds |ike you have a secret admrer.

G NNY
These aren't from you?

ROBERT
Honey, | nmake no secret of ny admration
of you. M passion for you. M |ust
for you.
(beat)
VWhat are you wearing?

G NNY
Just ny robe.

ROBERT
Not hi ng under neat h?

G NNY
Way don't you cone honme for |unch and
find out?

ROBERT
That's why | called. Looks like I'm

going to mss dinner. Scotty wants ne
to wine and dine sone clients tonight.

G nny frowns and tightens the belt on her robe.

ROBERT (V. Q)
Don't know when |'m going to be hone.

G NNY
Ckay.

She hangs up the phone. Looks out the w ndow.
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| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY

A dresser drawer contains sweaters and bathing suits.

Her standard two piece, a one piece... and way in the back,
a VERY sexy bikini. She grabs the bikini.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- DAY

G nny passes Helen on her way to the | ounge chair. Helen
notes the sexy bikini.

HELEN
Somet hi ng new?

G NNY
Haven't worn it since our honeynoon.
|"msurprised it still fits.

Hel en waits until G nny sits before starting.

HELEN
He called | ast night.
G NNY
Your ex?
HELEN

It seens he's tried once again to put
his life together and failed. He's
been out of work so long that no one
Wil hire him

(puffs)
For this, he blanes ne.

(puffs)
For this, he threatens to kill ne.

Hel en Iights another cigarette, offers G nny the pack. She
takes one, lights it.

G NNY
He t hreatened you?

HELEN
| like my men a little dangerous. But
CGeorge proved to be a bit nuch.

G NNY
You think he's serious?
HELEN
He's serious... But he won't do anyt hing.

He can't even get a job.

Jeffries enters the pool area to do his daily skim smles
at @ nny and conpletely ignores the ex-Hel en



JEFFRI ES
How are you today, Ms. Townsend?

HELEN
Qur charm ng host. | was about ready
to do ny back, would you be so kind as
to rub sonme lotion on it...

JEFFRI ES
New suit?
G NNY
|'ve had it for a while.
JEFFRI ES
| like it.
G NNY
Thanks.

Hel en tires of being ignored and noves to her feet.

HELEN
| think I'"l'l go in. Rub on sone |otion.

Nei ther G nny nor Jeffries watch her | eave.
Wen t he wooden gate nmekes a noise, Jeffries smles.

JEFFRI ES
Al one at | ast.
(turns away)
Look, I'msorry about yesterday. |
shoul d have told you I'd be working in
your unit, but I'd tal ked to your husband
and he said...

G NNY
It's okay. You startled nme. | thought
it was sone stranger...

Jeffries hangs up the skimer.

G NNY
| feel like getting wet. Is it okay to
go in?

JEFFRI ES
Sur e.

G nny dives into the pool
Jeffries watches her swmfor a nonment, prepares to | eave.

G NNY
M. Jeffries? Could you hand ne ny
t owel ?

Jeffries grabs her towel as G nny gets out of the pool
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I nstead of handing it to her, he helps dry her off. Rubbing
the towel over her body, caressing her with the teri cloth.
G nny DOESN T pul | away.

I nstead G nny noves her head back, and they kiss. Passion
expl odes between them she reluctantly pushes Jeffries away.

G NNY
W can't...

ON THE BALCONY

Hel en wat ches G nny take the towel fromJeffries and | eave.
Anger and jealousy in her eyes, along with tears.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS APARTMENTS -- EVEN NG

The sun begins to set behind the conpl ex.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- EVEN NG

The vase of roses is the dining table centerpiece.

G nny sits alone, finishing dinner and a bottle of Chardonnay.
A place mat set for Robert, still at work.

G nny pours the last of the wine, goes into the |living room

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- EVEN NG

G nny sips w ne, bored.
Peeks through the curtains at the conpl ex.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- EVEN NG

Across the courtyard, she sees Jeffries standing in front of
his wi ndow, just a silhouette. Watching her?

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- EVEN NG

She takes another sip of wine, lets the curtains fall cl osed.
A knock at the front door startles her.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- EVEN NG

When G nny opens the front door, Helen is in the hall. She
IS nervous, paranoid. REALLY agitated.

HELEN
Are you al one?

G NNY
Robert's working late...

HELEN
| saw you with Jeffries today.



36.

G NNY
(col d)
So0?

HELEN
| know he seens nice, but you can't
trust him He creeps around the conpl ex

soneti nes. ..
G NNY
Li ke he owns it?
HELEN
No. Li ke he owns US. The tenants.
Sonetinmes, | think he's been in ny

bedroom touching ny things..

G NNY
Has he? Been in your bedroonf? Touching
your things?

HELEN
This isn't funny.

| NT. COVPLEX UNDERCGROUND GARACE -- EVEN NG

Robert pulls into his parking space.

EXT. MAI LBOXES -- EVEN NG

Fremont is reading his mail when Robert pulls out his mai
box key, grabs the mail. He sees that...

Frenmont is reading a letter witten in Egyptian hieroglyphics.
When Frenont realizes Robert is watching, he hides the letter.

FREMONT
Privat e.

Robert nods, heads to his apartnent.

EXT. PATI O AREA -- EVEN NG

Robert passes bartender Arbogast, headed to work.

ARBOGAST

Your day's over, mne has just begun.
ROBERT

Let me ask you sonet hing: Does M.

Frenont seem .. unusual... to you?
ARBOGAST

Hey, everybody's a little weird if you
catch themat the right tine.

Robert notices G nny and Hel en outside their apartmnent.
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ARBOGAST
You know the difference between a
bartender and a proctol ogi st?

Robert is distracted, trying to hear the wonen's conversati on.

ROBERT
Unh... No.

ARBOGAST
A proctol ogist only has to | ook at one
at a tine.

Robert gives a polite laugh, starts clinbing the stairs.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- EVEN NG

G NNY
Are you jeal ous? Wre you sl eeping
wi th hinf

HELEN

That's none of your business.
She lights a cigarette, |eaving her pack on the w ndow | edge.
G NNY
And what | do is none of your business.
| don't know what you think you saw,
and | don't care. Neither will Robert.
Hel en and G nny try to stare each other down.

HELEN
Renmenber | warned you about him

Hel en storns away, passing Robert.

ROBERT
VWhat was that all about?
G NNY
| don't know. | think she's been

dri nki ng.
Robert gives her a kiss and they enter the apartnent.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- EVEN NG

Robert tastes the kiss.

ROBERT
Char donnay?

G NNY
Want anot her taste?



She noves in for another Kkiss.

ROBERT
She seened pretty agitated. Wat's her
pr obl enf
G NNY
She thinks I'mstealing Jeffries away
from her.
ROBERT
(j oki ng)
Are you?
G nny pul |l s away.
ROBERT

| nmean, he's a good | ooking guy. Big,
muscul ar, outdoor type. The kind of
guy wonen usually go for

Robert's teasing produces a guilty reaction from G nny.
Suspicion tints his questions.

ROBERT
VWhat gave Helen the idea you were
interested in hinP

G NNY
| don't know. ..

ROBERT
Had to be sonething. She wouldn't wobble
all the way down here..

G NNY
| was flirting with himtoday.
ROBERT
Flirting?
G NNY
Are you | eal ous?
ROBERT
Shoul d I be?
G NNY
W were just tal king. Passing tine.
ROBERT
kay. . .
G NNY

Not hi ng happened. Nothing is GONGto
happen. He's our | andl ord.
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ROBERT

You flirt with himevery day?

G NNY

By ten everyone in the conplex has gone
to work. Helen and | are the only ones
left... Except for Ms. MIler who's

| ocked inside her unit praying. W sit
out by the pool, working on our tans
and gossi pi ng.

ROBERT

Sur e.

G NNY

VWhen Jeffries cones down to clean the
pool, he flirts with us, and we flirt
back. That's all.

ROBERT

She seened pretty angry...

G NNY

Hel en has sone sort of relationshinp,
real or imagined, with Jeffries. She
thinks I'"'mstealing him.. She's crazy.
Par anoi d.

ROBERT

Maybe you should stop flirting.

G NNY

It's harnl ess..

ROBERT

Hel en doesn't seemto think so.

Nei t her does Robert. G nny finishes her w ne.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Robert and G nny clinb into bed.

Li ghts out.

An awkward nonment, as G nny waits for Robert to nove to her.
Make | ove with her.

Robert just

| ooks at her fromhis side of the bed.

Wondering if she's cheating.

Suspicion. Tearing himapart, like in the Elvis song.
ROBERT
Goodni ght .
G NNY

"Ni ght .
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| NT. ROBERT'S OFFI CE -- DAY

Robert | ooks at the page of hieroglyphics Gnny found in the
bat hroom wondering if it's connected to Frenont.

| NT. LAUNDRY ROOM -- DAY

The driers go round and round.
Ms. Mller sits in a Yoga position, neditating, humm ng.

G nny sets her basket of |aundry on a washer, sorts and | oads.
VWen Ms. MIler opens her eyes and stops hunm ng. ..

G NNY
T.M?

MRS. M LLER
Brahm n mysticism

G NNY
(nods)
| was wondering about the people who
lived here before us, the Prestons?

MRS. M LLER
You' ve only been here a few nonths,
Ms. Townsend. This Conplex is our
oasis fromthe city. W value our
privacy, here.

Ms. Mller returns to neditation.
G nny starts her washers, goes to |ook at the bulletin board.

The weird coll age has grown, taking over a quarter of the
bull etin board. Spanking, goats, dancers, silly hats.

Gnny can't interrupt Ms. MIller's neditation to ask about
it, takes a seat on the opposite side of the [aundry room

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- N GHT

Dar kness has fallen on the conpl ex.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Robert and G nny are sl eeping when a strange noi se yanks
G nny awake... A screanf? A baby crying?

She sits up in bed... Robert is still asleep.

In the dark bedroom the nenory of the sound seens fuzzy...
Was it real? Her imagination? O a dreanf

She pulls up the covers, closes her eyes, tries to sleep.

A BLOOD CURDLI NG SCREAM fills the night.
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Robert and G nny bolt upright out of bed.

ROBERT
VWhat the hell was that?

G NNY
Scream ng. Sonebody scream ng.

The hit the lights, roll out of bed to investigate.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- NI GHT

Robert and G nny, in bathrobes, |ean over the hall railing,
trying to get a glinpse of the action.

On the bal conies, wal kways and pati os: Every other resident
of Wbolrich Arns rubbernecks... except for Arbogast. M ssing.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- NI GHT

Police car flashers strobe the conplex with red and bl ue.
PCLI CEMEN, DETECTI VES, a FORENSI C TEAM crowd the courtyard.

In the courtyard, Robert and G nny join other RESIDENTS,
trying to get a peek at the action.

G NNY
VWhat happened?

MRS. M LLER
No i dea.

DOYLE
Sonebody got tapped.

G NNY
What ?

FREMONT

He doesn't know anyt hi ng. ..

A PCLI CEMAN pushes through the crowd, to the parking |ot.
Robert grabs him

ROBERT
What' s goi ng on?

G NNY
We heard screans.

POLI CEMAN
One of the tenants was kil l ed.

ROBERT
Acci dent ?
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POLI CEMAN
She was beaten to death

The Policeman tries to get away, but G nny grabs him

G NNY
Who was?

POLI CENMAN
The wonman in 213.

G NNY
Hel en Bail y?

POLI CENMAN
That's right.

G NNY

Was it here ex-husband? She had a
restraining order against him and..

The Policeman stops trying to break away, interested in G nny.

POLI CENMAN
Detective Elwood' Il want to talk to
you. Cone on

The Policeman pulls G nny through the crowd.
VWhen Robert tries to follow, Policeman #2 hol ds hi m back.

PCLI CEMAN #2
Hold it.

ROBERT
W wfe....

POLI CEMAN #2
Stay behind the barricades. He'll bring
her back when he's done.

Robert watches the Policeman | ead G nny across the courtyard.

ROBERT
| can't believe soneone woul d break in
here and kill that woman...

RI CHMOND
These are dark days. Sonetines, | feel
t he darkness inside of nme, grow ng,
struggling to escape... and | have to

fight to keep it w thin.

Robert nods, smles, and noves the hell away from her.
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EXT. PATI O AREA -- EVEN NG

Jeffries is being questioned by cowboy Hom ci de DETECTI VE
ELWOOD when the Policeman and G nny enter. Wth his Stetson
boots, and scorpion string tie, Elwood | ooks as if he'd be
nore at honme on the range than the big city.

The Policeman gestures to Elwood, points to G nny.

ELWOCOD
Thanks, M. Jeffries. |If you think of
anything else, give ne a call.

El wood gi ves Jeffries a business card.
VWen Jeffries | eaves, the Policeman presents G nny.

POLI CEMAN
The victimhad an angry ex. Lady, here,
knows all about it.

ELWOOD
Det ecti ve Ron El wood. You are?

G NNY
G nny Townsend, unit 217. Helen?

ELWOOD
Dead. We'd like to find out why. You
two were cl ose?

G NNY
| just noved into the conplex a few
nmont hs ago. Neither of us worked. W
used to sit out by the pool and talk.

ELWOOD
VWhat about ?

G NNY
Beaten to deat h?

ELWOCD
Sonme sort of blunt object. W haven't
recovered it. Wat's this about an ex-
husband?

G NNY
He was calling her... Threatening her.
She had to get a restraining order.
She tal ked about himall the tine.
Li ke he was haunting her.

El wood and the Policeman | ook at each other. A real | ead.

ELWOOD
Renmenber this ex-husband' s nane?
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G NNY
George. | think it was Ceorge.

ELWOCD
Thanks.
(pulls out a card)
| f you renenber anything else, give ne
a call.

G NNY
Hel en?

ELWOOD
CGuess this place is just bad | uck.

El wood gestures, and the Policenman takes G nny away.

G NNY
VWait... What do you nean bad | uck?

El wod doesn't hear her. The Policeman pulls her away.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

G nny rejoins Robert at the edge of the crowd.

ROBERT
VWhat happened?
G NNY
She' s dead. | can't believe it.

Robert puts his arns around her. Holds her close.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY

A strange noi se yanks G nny awake... Another screanf
She sits up in bed... Robert is gone.
G NNY

Robert? Robert?

No answer .
In the dark bedroom the nenory of the sound seens fuzzy...

She rolls out of bed, goes to | ook for Robert.

G NNY
Robert ?

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- DAY

Robert is gone.
A coffee cup sits on the drain. [It's 10:17.
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G NNY
Over slept.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- LATER

Dressed, G nny crosses to the wi ndow, opens the curtains.
QUTSI DE: Hel en's pool side chaise |ounge is enpty.

G nny | ooks at the enpty | ounge chair, sadness in her eyes.
Spots Helen's cigarettes on the wi ndow | edge. Grabs them
Shakes one out and lights it... Just |ike Helen.

Turning fromthe outside world, she reads a book on the couch.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- DAY

Police tape flutters in the breeze outside Helen's apartnent.
A yellow and red police seal covers the door

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- DAY

Jeffries whistles as he enters the pool area.
Expecting to see G nny.

St ops when he realizes he's al one.
Looks at G nny's w ndow.

Jeffries goes back to work. Caressing Helen's enpty | ounge
chair on his way to the pool skimrer. Whistling.

As Jeffries skins the pool, he keeps an eye on G nny's w ndow.
As if he has her under surveill ance.

Smles at a quick flash of G nny crossing the room

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY

G nny finishes making the bed, hears a noi se behind her
Turning... she sees soneone | ooking RI GHT AT HER!

It's only her reflection in the wall sized mrror.

She studies it for a nonent.

Where did the noise cone fron? Behind the mrror? There's
a wall behind the mrror. Could the noises be comng from
| NSI DE t he wal | s?

G NNY
That's crazy.

She turns away, hears another noise, quickly glances back:
Is her reflection still watching her?

Tries escaping into the bathroom
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I N THE BATHROOM

Anot her refl ection watches her.
M m cs her every nove.
Cr eepy.

Gnny flips on the bathroomlights. Al of them
Pops a Prozac fromthe nedicine cabinet vial, tries to calm

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S APARTMENT -- DAY

Gnny flips on the nmaster bedroom|ights.
The hallway lights. The kitchen lights. The living room
l'ights. EVERY LI GHT

I N THE APARTMENT.
I NT. ROB & G NNY' S LI VING ROOM -- DAY

Every shadow chased away, G nny sits on the couch |istening
for strange noises. Chain snoking the nenthol cigarettes.
Wondering if she's going crazy.

LOUD KNOCKI NG startles her.
She junps, then answers the door.

Jeffries outside, screen door between them

JEFFRI ES
Sorry to bother you, Ms. Townsend.

G NNY
| s somet hi ng w ong?

JEFFRI ES
| m ssed you at the pool today.

G NNY
Didn't feel nmuch Iike sw mm ng.

JEFFRI ES
Just canme by to nmake sure you're okay.
Like to think of nmy tenants as famly.

G nny opens the screen, allow ng Jeffries entrance.
Jeffries stays just inside the door, a little nervous.

G NNY
| never knew anyone who was nurdered. .

JEFFRI ES
It's shocking. You don't think it could
happen to anyone that you know. But it
does.
(1 ooks away)
She'd lived here since her divorce. |
knew her pretty well.



G NNY
" m sorry.

Jeffries turns to face her.

JEFFRI ES
Look, G nny, | care about ny tenants.
You can't stay |ocked up forever. Wat
happened to Hel en was horrible, but we
can't let our lives end just because
she's not here anynore.

Jeffries gently touches her arm

JEFFRI ES
Life can be unpredictable. Frightening
sonetinmes. But the bad things often
| ead to new begi nni ngs. .
(beat)
Rob told ne about the m scarriage.

G NNY
(pull s away)
He had no right to..

JEFFRI ES
He wanted ne to keep an eye on you.
Make sure you' re okay.

G NNY
' m fine.
JEFFRI ES
I"'mworried that Helen's... accident...

m ght make thi ngs worse.

(touches her arm agai n)
| don't want you to be afraid to go
out, develop a full blown case of
agor aphobi a.

G NNY
| just need sone tine.

JEFFRI ES
Renmenber |I'm here. You can feel safe
while |I'm around.

G NNY
Thank you M. Jeffries.

JEFFRI ES
Sam When you say M. Jeffries | want
to turn around, see if ny father's behind
ne.

G NNY
Sam

47.
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She gives hima friendly kiss on the cheek.

JEFFRI ES
So, will | see you by the pool tonorrow?
G NNY

Sure.
She lets himout, watches himleave through the screen.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS APARTMENTS -- EVENI NG

Shadows engul f the conplex as night falls.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

G nny brushes her hair when she hears a noi se.
She listens. Nothing. Goes back to brushing her hair.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

A figure crosses the living room casting shadows.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

G nny doesn't hear the man creeping up behind her
She doesn't see the shadows on the wall.

Hands grab her shoul ders.

She junps. Screans.

ROBERT
The greeting every husband wants after
a hard day at the office.

G NNY
| didn't hear you cone in.

She lights a cigarette, puts on her dark gl asses.
ROBERT
How was your day? |If the screamis any
i ndi cation...
Robert follows her into...

| NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VI NG ROOM

G NNY
| stayed in. Couldn't go out to the
pool so soon after Helen..

ROBERT
Honey, you can't spend the rest of your
life indoors...

G NNY
That's what M. Jeffries said.
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ROBERT
When did you talk to hinf

G NNY
He canme by this afternoon. Wrried
about ne.

ROBERT
He came in the house?

G NNY
Just for a few n nutes.

ROBERT
What was he doi ng here?

G NNY
| told you. He was worried about ne.
He cares about his tenants.

ROBERT
Maybe he should m nd his own busi ness.

G NNY
Are you | eal ous?

She lights another cigarette off the butt of the |ast one.

ROBERT
| thought you quit.

G NNY

| quit because | was pregnant. |'m not
pregnant anynore.

She woul d have done | ess damage by shooting him He sits on
the sofa, | ooks away from her.

ROBERT
"' mjust worried about you, G nny.
Worried about both of us.
He reaches out for her, but she wal ks away from him

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Robert and G nny sl eep on opposite sides of the bed.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

The apartnent is quiet. Peaceful.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

Only the humof the refrigerator.
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I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

Quiet. Then a clicking sound.

The deadbolt |ock on the front door clicks open.
The doorknob begins to slowy, quietly, revolve.
Sonmeone i s breaking in.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Robert and G nny continue to sl eep

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

The front door opens silently, and a MAN enters the apartnent.
He cl oses the door behind him creeps through the room

The Man exam nes the itens on the mantl e.
Looks at their weddi ng photo, nick-nacks. Touching things.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Robert and G nny conti nue sl eeping.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

The MAN creeps into the kitchen.
Notices the flowers in the garbage. Shakes his head.
It's Jeffries.

Jeffries snoops through the kitchen.
Readi ng private papers fromthe garbage.
Looki ng for personal itens.

Accidental Il y bunps a gl ass.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Robert rolls over, doesn't wake up.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Jeffries pushes open the office door, |ooks inside. Enpty.
Creeps down the hall to the bedroom

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Jeffries watches Robert and G nny sl eep
Noting the di stance between them
Sm | es.

Jeffries begins exam ning things in the bedroom
Runni ng his hands over G nny's discarded bra.
Snmel ling her panties.
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G nny and Robert continue sl eeping.
Jeffries creeps to G nny's side of the bed.
Looks at her. The sheets have pulled down, exposing a bare
shoul der.
Jeffries gently caresses her shoul der.
G nny doesn't wake up

Jeffries carefully pulls the sheet away from her | egs.
Studies them Caresses up her | eg.

G nny nmoans in her sleep as Jeffries' hand noves higher up
her thigh, caressing over her panties. Jeffries pulls his
hand away, |icks his fingers.

G nny doesn't wake up

Jeffries smles. She is one of his subjects. He owns her.

Pul l'ing the sheet back over her |egs, he takes her discarded
panties as a trophy before creeping into the bathroom

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S BATHROOM -- NI GHT

Jeffries pokes around the nedicine cabinet.
Finds G nny's vial of Prozac.
Qpens it, dunps theminto his pocket.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S BEDROOM -- N GHT

Gnny rolls over, snorts, alnost wakes up

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S BATHROOM -- NI GHT

Jeffries pulls a vial fromhis pocket, pours the pills into
Gnny's vial. Puts her vial back in the nedicine cabinet.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

Jeffries picks up the weddi ng photo fromthe mantle..
Accidentally drops it.
Crash! It shatters on the floor.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

G nny's eyes pop open
She sits up in bed... Robert is still asleep.

In the dark bedroom the nenory of the sound seens fuzzy...
Was it real? Her imagination? O a dreanf

She can't get back to sleep, and pads out of the bedroomin
shirt and panti es.
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I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

Jeffries hides in the shadows behind the couch, broken photo
in hand. Standing perfectly still.

G nny steps into the living room | ooks around.

Only inches fromJeffries.

Al nost steps on a shard of gl ass.

She turns into the kitchen, flicks on the |ight.
Jeffries perfectly still, stripes of light on his face.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

Gnny fills a glass wwth water fromthe fridge. Sips it.
Takes a step into the living roomas she drinks.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

Jeffries holds his breath. She's inches away.
He coul d reach out and grab her if he wanted.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

G nny finishes her water. Puts the glass in the sink
Clicks off the Iight and goes back to bed.

EXT. ROB & G NNY'S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Jeffries cleans up the rest of the broken glass, lets hinself
out, relocking to door with his key.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

Jeffries glides down the hallway, fingering the police tape
outside Helen's apartnent. dides down the stairs.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- N GHT

Jeffries is reflected in the dark waters as he passes by.
DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- DAY

The conplex is reflected in the pool: Police tape fluttering.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- DAY

Yel l ow police tape flutters festively outside Helen's.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S LI VING ROOM -- DAY

G nny finishes her coffee. Bored. Cabin fever setting in
Wanders through the apartnent, |ooking for sonmething to do.
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Opens the door to the spare room Still enpty.
| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY

G nny enters, sees soneone | ooking R GHT AT HER
It's only her reflection in the mrror.

The walls seemto close in on her. Trapping her.

G NNY
Enough of this.

G nny grabs her two piece bathing suit fromthe drawer.

| NT. ROBERT'S OFFI CE -- DAY

Robert sits behind his desk, fumng. Can't concentrate on
his work, all he can think about is G nny and Jeffries.

He grabs the phone, dials his hone.
Listens to it ring, unanswered.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S LI VING ROOM -- DAY

The phone rings off the hook.
Gnny isn't in the apartnment, but through the w ndow we see:

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- DAY

G nny lays on the chaise | ounge, dressed in bikini and dark
gl asses, chain snoking nenthol cigarettes, reading her book..

She has becone Hel en.
When Jeffries enters to clean the pool, she | ooks up, smles.

G NNY
Speak of the devil..

JEFFRI ES
And he shall appear to clean the pool.

He scoops out dead | eaves.

JEFFRI ES
You kept your prom se.
G NNY
The walls were closing in on ne. | had

to get out of there..

| NT. LAUNDRY ROOM -- DAY

The collage fills the bulletin board wth weirdness.
Driers humas they rotate, creating white noise.
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| NT. ROBERT'S OFFI CE -- DAY

Robert hangs up the phone, |ooks at the bullet and page of
hi erogl yphics. Wnders what it all neans.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

Robert knocks on an apartnent door. Keeps knocki ng.
Frenmont throws open the door, dressed in an oriental robe.

FREMONT
May | ask what it is you want of ne?

Robert hands himthe sheet of hieroglyphics.

ROBERT
VWhat does this nean?

Frenont studi es the sheet for a nonent.

FREMONT
Where did you get this?

ROBERT
s it val uabl e?

FREMONT
It's MNE. Have you been in ny unit?
|'ve had a nunber of things stolen over
t he past few nonths, including these
notes. ..

ROBERT
We found it in our apartnent the day we
nmoved in, along with a bullet.

FREMONT
Unusual . Very unusual

ROBERT
| thought so, too.

Robert | eaves Frenont hol di ng the page of hierogl yphics,
goes next door to his apartnent.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

The first thing he notices are the cartons of cigarettes on
the counter. Gnny seens to ignore himas she pulls a TV
di nner fromthe freezer, slides it across the table to him

G NNY
Wor ki ng | ate again?

ROBERT
| tried to call. Were were you?



G NNY
Probably out by the pool.

ROBERT
Agai n?

G NNY
You have sone objection? Sone reason
why | shouldn't be out by the pool ?
She bolts into the living room and Robert foll ows.

| NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VI NG ROOM

ROBERT
l"mworried you' re becom ng Hel en.

G NNY
What do you nean?

ROBERT
You' re snoking her cigarettes. You
spend all day hangi ng around the pool
flirting wth the |andl ord.

G NNY
You' re | eal ous.

ROBERT
Is that your job, now? \Whatever happened
to starting over again?

G NNY
Hel en said you can't start over.
ROBERT
We've |ived here two nonths, and that
office is still enpty.

Robert throws open the office door, flips on the |ight.

ROBERT
Not a single piece of furniture. Wren't
you going to buy a desk?

G NNY
| haven't had tine.

ROBERT
But you've had nore than enough tine to
hang out by the pool with M. Fix-it
wor ki ng on your tan.

G NNY
You don't trust ne?
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ROBERT
Trust has nothing to do with this.

G NNY
Trust has EVERYTHING to do with this.
You think I"'mliving sone wild life
w th our | andl ord.

ROBERT
No. | think you're living soneone else's
life. Helen's life.
(points to the office)
Your life is in that room

G NNY
Hel en was nur der ed. | ' m scar ed.
coul d use your support.

Robert wants to keep pushing, but backs down.

ROBERT
|"mjust worried about you. W' ve been
given a second chance, | don't want to

see you throw it away.
Robert tries to put his arns around her. She pulls away.

| NT. APARTMENT MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Robert and G nny on opposite sides of the bed.
Robert is awake, a tear in his eye.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- DAY

SPLASH!
G nny dives in, sending ripples through the reflection
She swins a | ap underwat er

Sees a silhouette of a man at the edge of the pool and breaks
the surface. It's Jeffries.

JEFFRI ES
Sharing yourself with the world?

G NNY
Don't knowif |I'mready for that.

JEFFRI ES
It's time to nove on. W shouldn't |et
Hel en get in our way.
G nny | ooks away. Not ready to think about that, yet.
She spl ashes underwater, sw ns some nore | aps.

Jeffries watches her swmfor a while, then exits.
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G nny sees a silhouette on the side of the pool, thinks it's
Jeffries, surfaces... But it's not Jeffries.

Det ecti ve El wood | ooks down at her, hands her a towel.

ELWOOD
Ms. Townsend. | have a couple nore
gquestions for you.

G nny clinbs out of the pool, dries off. Waps the towel
around herself. She feels naked in the two piece.

G NNY
Questi ons about what?

ELWOOD
Your relationship with Hel en.

G NNY
That's her |ounge. She spent every
afternoon there, working on her tan.
|'"d cone down here to swi m soneti nes.
W' d tal k.

ELWOOD
About what ?

G NNY
Everything. Nothing. Grl talk.

ELWOOD
About her ex husbands?

G NNY
Both of them But nostly about Ceorge.

El wood notices G nny light a nenthol cigarette.

ELWOOD
Sane brand Hel en snpked.

G NNY
She left themin ny apartnent a couple
nights ago. 1'd quit, but with all of
this... tension.

ELWOOD
VWhat about ot her tenants?

G NNY
Did she |l oan themcigarettes?

ELWOOD
Did she talk about then? O to them



G NNY
She was friendly with everyone. The
others work during the day, so it was
usual ly just the three of us.
(curious)
What happened to M. Preston?

ELWOOD
The THREE of you?

G NNY
M. Jeffries would come down to cl ean
the pool, flirt wth Hel en.

ELWOOD
Were they romantically involved?
G NNY

| don't know. | don't think so. | think
flirting was as far as it went.

ELWOOD
Did he want nore?

G NNY
She did. She got jeal ous when he flirted
wth ne.

ELWOOD
Real | y? Was sonet hing goi ng on between
you two?

G NNY
l'ma marri ed woman. . .

ELWOCD
Lots of married wonen fool around.
What ever you tell nme won't get back to
your husband, | prom se.

G NNY
| ' ve never cheated on Robert. ..
(puffs)
Wiy the questions? Couldn't you get
her ex-husband to confess?

ELWOCD
We've had a little problemw th that.

G NNY
She told nme he used to threaten her
over the phone. Surely you can get
phone records as evi dence..

ELWOOD
Baily has an airtight alibi. He couldn't
have killed her.
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G NNY
So who di d?

ELWOCD
We don't know. Sonebody she knew wel |
enough to let into her apartnent. There
were no signs of forced entry...

G NNY
She et himin?

ELWOOD
How d you know it was a nan?

G NNY
| just guessed...

ELWOCD
Was Hel en sexual |y active?

G NNY
| don't think she was dating anybody.

ELWOCD
We found traces of senmen in her vaginal
canal, no signs of vaginal bruising
usual | y associated with rape..

G NNY
You sure her ex husband coul dn't have
killed her?

ELWOOD
He was our prinme suspect. W cleared
him Nowthe field is w de open.
(beat)
Anot her Goodbar killing. Someone she
met in a bar, took home with her, was
intimate with... and killed her.

G NNY
Sone lunatic.

ELWOCD
GQuy with a conplex...

G NNY
How was M. Preston killed? No one in
the conplex will tell nme. They only
say it was an accident...

ELWOCD
Was skinny di pping on his anniversary.
Drunk. H't his head on the side of the
pool and drowned. Wfe found him She
was pretty broken up about it.

59.
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G NNY
Any chance it wasn't an acci dent?

ELWOCD
You' ve been watching too nuch TV, Ms.
Townsend. Thanks for your tine.

El wood cl oses his notebook, |eaves the pool area.

Jeffries watches himleave, sets the hedge clippers down.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- DAY

G nny snubs out her cigarette, | ooks at the enpty | ounge.

Startling

JEFFRI ES
VWhat was that all about?

G nny.

G NNY
Helen's ex didn't kill her.

JEFFRI ES
How do they know? Baily certainly had
notive and neans.

G NNY
| guess he has an alibi, too.
JEFFRI ES
How nmuch did he pay for that?
G NNY
It must be real. Detective El wod
crossed himoff the suspect |ist.
JEFFRI ES
Wo else is on the list?
G NNY
He didn't say.

(puffs)
Sonmeone she was sl eeping with, who had
access to her apartnent.

(fishing)
| didn't think she was seei ng anybody.

JEFFRI ES
| never saw her with anyone other than
her ex husbands. If the cops have rul ed

out her second husband, what about her
first?

G NNY
| always thought they got al ong.
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JEFFRI ES
They were divorced. Any tinme a
relationship falls apart, there's bound
to be sone aninosity.

G nny plays wth her weddi ng band, thinks about her nmarriage.

JEFFRI ES
The passion renains, but |ove turns to
anger. The pain and the hurt digs around
in your gut until you can't hold it in
any | onger.
(beat)
The passion takes control.

G NNY
You think that's what happened?

JEFFRI ES
Hm??

G NNY
Her first husband resented supporting
her and snapped?

JEFFRI ES
If | were that detective, that's who
|"d be | ooking at.
(1 ooks at his watch)
Don't you need to start dinner?

G NNY
Robert is working late... again.
hardly see himany nore.

JEFFRI ES
|"ve got a couple of steaks in the
freezer. Wiy don't | fire up the
bar becue? No sense in each of us having
di nner al one.

G nny gives it a nonent of thought.

G NNY
Sure. Wy not?

EXT. PATI O AREA -- N GHT

G nny and Jeffries sit at a patio table next to the barbecue.
Candl e light, soft nusic playing froma boom box. They're
on their second bottle on w ne.

JEFFRI ES
| like working with nmy hands. Making
things. Know ng they're m ne.
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G NNY
There nmust be satisfaction in that.
Fi ni shi ng your job and havi ng sonet hi ng
to show for it.

JEFFRI ES
Li ke this place? The job is never
finished. But there's confort in know ng
that I own it, control it.

G NNY
Your own little world.

JEFFRI ES
Yeah.

A Mot own song plays, and G nny smles.

G NNY
| love this song.

Jeffries pops a Certs into his nouth, smles.

JEFFRI ES
Let's dance. ..

G NNY
| don't know. ..

JEFFRI ES
Cone on.

He pulls her to her feet and they dance.
Jeffries is a great dancer, and shows off sone of his noves.
G nny | aughs.

The next song is slower. @Gnny allows herself to be pulled
in close, dancing cheek to cheek with Jeffries. Monlight.
Very romanti c.

She | ooks into Jeffries' eyes as they dance.
He smles. She smles. They kiss.

The kiss is stronger than she expected, and G nny pulls away.
But Jeffries pulls her back.

She can't hel p herself.

Ki sses hi m agai n.

JEFFRI ES
G nny. .

G NNY
| can't.

She pulls away from him
A really awkward nonent.
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G NNY
Look. [I'msorry. D nner was nice.
Thank you.
(turns away)
| have to get hone.

JEFFRI ES
Ckay.

He slowy rel eases her hand, allow ng her to |eave.
G nny wal ks away, realizing how cl ose she cane to staying.

Jeffries watches her |eave, turns off the boom box and begi ns
clearing the patio table. He doesn't seem happy.

| NT. COVPLEX UNDERGROUND GARAGE -- NI GHT

Robert closes his car door. It echoes through the garage.
A noi se.
ROBERT
Hel | 0?
No answer .

Shadows stretch around him
Robert crosses to the stairs, footsteps echoing. Creepy.

A BUG MAN MONSTER pops out from behind a pilar.
Robert junps so high he alnost hits the ceiling.

DOYLE
Sorry, man, just testing the equi pnent.

The Bug-Man is security guard Doyl e wearing infra-red goggl es.
He pulls off the goggles, smles.

DOYLE
Ni ght vision. Geat for surveillance.

ROBERT
Part of your job?

DOYLE
More of a hobby. People are real when
they don't know you're watching. They're
free to be thensel ves.

Doyl e gets into his security car, drives away.
Robert heads back to the stairs.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

Robert sets his briefcase down on the kitchen table, opens
the refrigerator |ooking for leftovers. Nothing.
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ROBERT
What' d you nmake for dinner?

G NNY (O S.)
| had dinner with M. Jeffries. He
bar becued sone steaks..

Robert | eans agai nst the sink, concerned and angry.

G NNY
(enters)
Had kind of a picnic on the patio.

She sees hi s expression.

G NNY
What's wrong?

ROBERT
What do you think's wong?

G NNY
We had dinner together. He's a friend.
You weren't going to be here, so he
suggest ed we have di nner.

ROBERT
| was working late...

G NNY
Robert, you work | ate every night.
You' re never here.

ROBERT
It's a newjob. For a while | have to
put in sone extra hours. |'mdoing the
best | can to support us.

G NNY
SOMVE extra hours?

ROBERT

(expl odes)

What are you doing, Gnny? Nada. That
roomis still enpty. You haven't even

bought furniture, yet.

G NNY
|"mnot ready to go back to work.

ROBERT
Neither was |, but | did it anyway.

G NNY
You didn't | ose the baby. | did.



She turns

ROBERT
Is this all about you? | thought we
were in this thing together. 'Til death
do us part.

G NNY

We haven't been together since we noved
in. You' ve been at work.

ROBERT
Supporting us. Paying for this
apartnment. Paying for you to sit out
by the pool snoking your cigarettes and
wor ki ng on your tan.

G NNY
You don't under st and.

ROBERT
You think the m scarriage didn't effect
me, too? It was MY son. CQur son.

G NNY
You act as if nothing happened.
ROBERT
Soneone has to be in control. Soneone

has to earn a living. Soneone has to
hold this marriage together.

G NNY
You aren't doing a very good job.

ROBERT
But I"'mworking at it. Wy was | elected
to be the strong one? Wiy am| supposed
to offer nmy enotional support to you?

Who's giving me any support? | cone
home, | want you to be here for ne.
G NNY

You' re never here for ne.

ROBERT
But Jeffries is? Are you sleeping with
hi n?

G NNY
How dare you ask ne that.

away, but he grabs her.

ROBERT
Answer nme: Are you having an affair?

G NNY
No.

65.
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As soon as Robert lets go of her, she bolts into the bedroom

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

G nny | ocks the door behind her, |eaning against it.
The doorknob rattles.

ROBERT (O S.)
G nny. Unl ock the door

The knob rattles again.

ROBERT (O S.)
G nny?
Tears in G nny's eyes.
Her marriage really is falling apart.
She i s al one.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

Robert sits on the couch, holding back tears.
He | ooks at the mantle. |It's enpty.

ROBERT
She took down our weddi ng phot o.

After a nonent, he takes off his shoes, stacks the throw
pillows on the sofa arm clicks off the light. Goes to sl eep.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

The light goes off in the Townsend's apartnent.
Police tape still flutters around Hel en's door.

On the other side of the conplex, a silhouette franed in an
apartment wi ndow | ooks out at the conpl ex.

| NT. JEFFRI ES' APARTMENT -- N GHT

Jeffries steps away fromthe w ndow, closes the shades.
He's dressed entirely in black. A long sleeve bl ack
turtl eneck | eaves only his hands and face exposed.

Opens a cabi net by the door, grabs a ring of pass keys.
Wi stling, he | eaves his apartnent.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

Jeffries creeps through the conplex |Iike a shadow.
Police tape flutters outside Hel en' apartnent.

Jeffries pulls a scraper tool fromhis pocket and renoves
the police seal. Opens the door with pass keys.
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| NT. HELEN' S APARTMENT -- N GHT

Still conpletely furnished, but the place feels enpty.
Dead. Vacant.

Jeffries creeps through the apartnent, touching things.
I N THE KI TCHEN

Jeffries looks in the garbage, frowning at a bouquet of
di scarded roses. Pulls out the card (unsigned) pockets it.

| N THE BEDROOM

Jeffries picks up a discarded pair of Helen's panties. Snells
t hem pockets them

He searches her drawers, |ooking for trophies.
Touchi ng the property of a dead wonan.

Searches her jewelry, finds a special pair of ear rings,
pockets them Renoving anything that traces back to him

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

Jeffries |l eaves Helen's, replaces the police seal.

Wal ks down the hall until he conmes to another apartnment door.
Uses his pass keys to open it.

| NT. BYRON CRANE' S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Jeffries creeps into the apartnent, silently closing the
door behind him

Crane's apartnent is nore femnine than Hel en's.

A painting on the wall shows a naked eight year old boy with
angel's wings floating over a garden.

Jeffries sneaks through the apartnent, touching things.

| N THE BEDROOM

Byron Crane sleeps in a frilly bed.

Jeffries creeps into the room touching things.

Crane snorts and rolls over.

Jeffries stands very still for a nonent.

Waits for Crane to settle.

Creeps deeper into the room

He | ooks down at the sl eeping nurse, crosses to the bathroom

I N THE BATHROOM
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Jeffries opens the nedicine cabinet: it's filled wth drugs.
He exam nes the vials, each with a different patient nane.
Finds a couple he |ikes and pockets them

Crane snorts again.
Jeffries stands very still.
Waits until Crane's breathing returns to nornmal.

Searches sone drawers. Lots of make up products.
Drawer #3 has vials of norphine and a bag of hypos.
Jeffries pockets a couple of each

Sneaks past Crane and out of the apartnent.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- NI GHT

Jeffries rel ocks the door behind himand creeps down the
hall to a small door marked wth a high voltage sign
Uses his pass keys to unl ock the door.

| NT. SERVI CE ROOM -- NI GHT

A water heater, master circuit breaker, cable box, electrical
meters, gas neters in a cranped little room

Jeffries squeezes past the water heater, into a..

| NT. SERVI CE PASSACE -- N GHT

A narrow passage between apartnent units, filled with water
pi pes, electrical conduits, wiring: unusual for a residential
building. No lighting, but pinpoints of illum nation can be
seen further down the passage.

Jeffries squeezes down the passage silently.

As he nears a pinpoint of light, the sounds of a shower.
Jeffries stops, presses his eye against the source of |ight,
and sees...

| NT. RICHMOND S BATHROOM - - NI GHT

Alice Richnond, the bird | ady, showers. Through the shower
door, we see her conpletely naked... w thout her eye patch.

Directly across fromthe shower: The big wall sized mrror.

| NT. SERVI CE PASSACE -- N GHT

Jeffries watches her frombehind the mrror, gets bored,
noves to the next point of light. Presses his eye against
t he door peephole installed in the wall, sees..

| NT. ARBOGAST' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Arbogast sits up in bed in his boxer shorts, drinking beer
and wat chi ng the Spice Channel.
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| NT. SERVI CE PASSACE -- N GHT

Jeffries pulls away fromthe point of |ight, squeezes down
t he passage, around a corner, to the next view ng port.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

G nny sleeps alone in the bed, unaware that Jeffries is
wat chi ng her every nove from behind the wall sized mrror.
Al one... Robert sleeping on the sofa.

| NT. SERVI CE PASSACE -- N GHT

Jeffries smles as he watches G nny sleep. She is his.

| NT. LAUNDRY ROOM -- NI GHT

The col |l age has taken over the entire bulletin board,
overflowng onto the wall. Like a cancer of insanity.

Babi es, goats, naked cl owns, spanking, golfers, hats.
BAM BAM BAM
EXT. WOOLRI CH ARV APARTMENTS -- MORNI NG

BAM BAM BAM
Jeffries pounds nails savagely, repairing the fence.

Robert | eaves his apartnment for work, |ooks over the railing
at Jeffries. Anger, jealousy on his face.

EXT. PATI O AREA -- MORNI NG

Robert gets to the base of the stairs, will have to pass
Jeffries on his way out of the conpl ex.

Wth every step closer, anger builds.
This guy may be sleeping with his wfe.

BAM BAM BAM The hammer pounds, so does Robert's heart.

Robert stops a couple feet away from Jeffries.
Jeffries | ooks up, hamer in hand.

JEFFRI ES

Sonmething | can do for you, Townsend?
ROBERT

Maybe.
JEFFRI ES

Want a beer? O is it too early for
you?
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ROBERT
(awkwar d)
No... Look, G nny said you had dinner
t oget her | ast night.

JEFFRI ES
That's right. Qut at the barbecue.

Jeffries pushes it.

JEFFRI ES
W ne, noonlight, nusic. Your wife's a
pretty good dancer.

ROBERT
You danced with her.

JEFFRI ES
It's the way to romance, according to
Fred Astaire.

ROBERT
Did... did you kiss her?

JEFFRI ES
(of fended)
Are you accusing ne of sleeping with
your wife, Townsend? Are you?

Jeffries, hamrer in hand, advances. Robert steps back.

JEFFRI ES
Are you?

ROBERT
No... That's not what |'m saying.

JEFFRI ES
(smles)
Because | did. That's a hot little
woman you' ve got there. You ought to
pay nore attention to her. Her nouth
was all over ne... She do that with
you?

Robert's hand turns into a fist and he gets ready to sw ng.

ROBERT
You son of a bitch

JEFFRI ES
You going to hit nme?
(throws hamer asi de)
Come on. G ve ne your best shot.

Jeffries dares him |ooking for an excuse to beat hi mup.
To best him To prove hinmself the superior NMAN



Robert lowers his fist, turns it back i

JEFFRI ES
(1 aughs)
She's right. You're gutless.
don't give a damm about her.
(grabs hammer)
What a | ooser.

ROBERT
You didn't sleep with her.

JEFFRI ES
| didn't? Wy don't you ask
your sweet little G nny.
Robert storns away... Jeffries | aughs,

Bam Bam Bam

71.

nto a hand.

You really

her? Ask

goes back to hamreri ng:

Robert blasts up the stairs, heart poundi ng:

Bam Bam Bam
INT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- DAY

The door bursts open, Robert throws his briefcase across the
room goes |ooking for G nny. Heart pounding |ike crazy.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY

G nny, dressed in her two piece, beach

wrap, dark gl asses,

cigarettes, doesn't even nmake it out to investigate. Robert
grabs her, pushes her back into the bedroom

G NNY

Wiy aren't you at work?
ROBERT

Alittle early for sunbat hing.
G NNY

Are you sick? |Is sonething wong?
ROBERT

| was just chatting with M. Jeffries.
G NNY

What about ?
ROBERT

Oh, just man talk. | asked himif you

two' ve been having an affair.

Takes off her sun gl asses, can't believe he's such an idiot.
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G NNY
Oh, Rob.
ROBERT
You want to know what he sai d?
G NNY
No, Robert.
ROBERT

He confessed. Said you were sl eeping
together. Called you a hot little
nunber. Described sonme of things you
did together in bed...

G NNY
That's preposterous!

ROBERT
Wiy would he say that? | nean, what
woul d he have to gain by |ying?

G NNY
He's crazy... has sonme sort of macho
conpl ex. ..

ROBERT

Did you sleep with hinf

G NNY
How can you ask nme that?

Robert grabs her roughly, manhandling her.

ROBERT
Did you?

G NNY
| don't believe this. You're going to
take his word over m ne.

ROBERT
Wiy would he lie, Gnny? Just answer
me that. What possible reason would he
have to say he's sleeping with you if
he isn't?

G NNY
You don't trust ne.

ROBERT
Just tell me the truth.

She pulls away, | ooks himright in the eye...

G NNY
| didn't sleep with him



Leaves t he bedroom
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Robert sees his reflection in the wall sized mrror - a chunp -
and | oses control. Hauls off and punches his own face.
Punmeling the mrror until it shatters, cutting his fist.

He exam nes his bl oody hand for a nmonent, stil

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- DAY

angry.

G nny | ooks out the wi ndow at Jeffries cleaning the pool
She hears Robert enter, doesn't turn to face him

G NNY

Doesn't this marriage nean anything to

you?

ROBERT

|"mnot the one fooling around with the

landlord. Did he offer you reduced
rent or sonething?

G NNY
| can't believe you're joking about

this. You really don't care, do you?

ROBERT
Did you sleep with hinf

No response. Robert grabs her again, spins her around.

ROBERT
Answer nme: Did you?

G NNY

No. We were dancing, he kissed ne...

Robert lets go, isn't sure he wants to hear what's next.

G NNY
| kissed himback. It was... very
romantic. | could have slept with him

but I didn't. Doesn't that tell you

somet hi ng?

ROBERT
He says you did.

G NNY

You trust the landlord nore than you

trust me. You're going to believe sone

malicious lie he told you.

ROBERT
G nny. .



G NNY
When did you stop trusting ne? Was it
the m scarri age?

ROBERT
No.
(maybe)

G NNY
| lost ny son. He was grow ng inside
of me. Part of ne. Now he's dead.

ROBERT
He was MY son, too. Do you think it
didn't hurt? That | didn't care?

A NNY
Al I had to do was hang on to him
Hold himinside of me for nine nonths.
But | couldn't...

ROBERT
G nny, you have to get on with your
life. That's why we noved here, a new
begi nning. A second chance.

G NNY

| tried to start over, it didn't work.
ROBERT

That roomis still enpty. You never

even bought the furniture. W're

supposed to be partners, here, but |'m

doing all of the work.

G NNY
(gets in his face)
No. You're using work as an escape.

ROBERT
An escape fromwhat? Responsibility?
|"'mthe only one earning a living..

G NNY
And escape fromne. From us.
ROBERT
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?
G NNY
When was the last tinme we nmade | ove?
Hell, when was the last tinme we had

di nner together?

ROBERT
|' ve been busy.

4.



G NNY
Too busy for nme. Too busy for US.

ROBERT
| don't even know who you are anynore.
The woman | married is dead, gone, reborn
as Hel en.

G NNY
You don't know what it's |like. Trapped
here, feeling the walls closing in, as
if everyone is watching me, waiting for

me to break down... go crazy.
ROBERT

G nny. .
G NNY

| had to find sone pattern, sone regular
activity that insulated nme from.. the
past. Just like you with your job. M
j ob becane hanging out with Helen. And
when she died. ..

Robert touches her gently.

ROBERT
| don't want to | ose you..
G NNY
Listen to ne... Wien we noved here,

t hought it woul d change everything. And
it did... Just not for the better.

ROBERT
| spent ny whole |life |ooking for you.
Trying to find soneone who brings
coloring books to bed. Wo knows al
the words to the Partridge Fam |y songs.
Soneone as crazy as | am

(beat)

The perfect person.

G nny touches himgently.

ROBERT
| finally found her. It's you, G nny.
| don't want to |lose you. | know | can
never find a replacenent. Never.
G NNY
W' ve spent too nuch tinme together...
Good tinme. | don't want to | ose you.
ROBERT

|"msorry, Gnny, SO sorry.
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They enbr ace.

Hol di ng each ot her.

G ving each other strength
Final Iy kissing.

Then the passion grows.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY

Si anese twins, joined at the lips, they enter the room

ROBERT
Wat ch the gl ass.

G NNY
Hmm  Seven years bad | uck?

ROBERT
Ten nore years good | uck.

G NNY
| Iike that.

They make it to the bed without parting. G nny uses her
feet to push off Robert's shoes. She pushes himonto the
bed. They undress each other while continuing to kiss.
G nny stops abruptly. Fear in her eyes.

G NNY
Robert . ..

ROBERT
VWat's the matter?

G NNY
Sonmeone' s wat chi ng us.

Robert sits up, follows G nny's sight line to..

THE WALL

Where the broken wall mrror once was. A door peephol e.
Robert grabs his shirt, goes to exam ne the peephole..
ﬁng:F stepping on a shard of broken glass. Slips on his

The peephol e | ooks just |ike the one of the front door.
Robert tries |ooking through it.

G NNY
Robert ?

ROBERT
Not hi ng. Too dark.

When he pulls away, she takes a |l ook. Can't see anyt hing.



G NNY
It's Frenont. He's sone kind of pervert.
Wat chi ng us. ..

ROBERT
[t's not Frenont.

G NNY
How do you know?

ROBERT
Renmenber that sheet of hieroglyphics?
| showed it to him asked what it
meant... He accused ne of stealing it.
Sai d soneone's been breaking into his
apartnent and taking things.

G NNY
Sonme of ny things are m ssing...
(beat)
What made you ask Frenont about that
nonsense?

ROBERT
Strange things have been happeni ng around
here. After Ms. Baily's nurder...
was worri ed.

G NNY
She wasn't the first.

ROBERT
What do you nean?

A NNY
The people who |ived here before us,
the Prestons. The husband's accident?
Ht his head in the pool and drowned.
What if it wasn't an accident?

ROBERT
You think sonmeone is killing the tenants?
Soneone who |lives here?
G NNY
There's no shortage of weirdos here.
ROBERT
Tell nme about it. That R chnond wonan's
a paranoid psycho. | think nurse Crane's

hobby may be mercy killing. Doyle's a
hi gh tech peeping tom Arbogast has a
chip on his shoulder the size of Texas..

G NNY
Everyone has sone crazy secret, sone
strange private world. A hidden life.

7.
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ROBERT
Maybe Arbogast is right, you watch people
| ong enough, you're bound to see
sonet hi ng strange.

Robert touches the peephol e.

ROBERT
Let's see where this | eads. See what
M. Frenont knows.

G NNY
He's got classes, he won't be hone.

ROBERT
Good. We'll break in.

Robert grabs a screwdriver, G nny grabs her robe, they | eave.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- DAY

G nny and Robert blast down the hall to Frenont's unit.
Hearts poundi ng.

Robert gets to Frenont's door, notices G nny is gone.

G NNY
Robert ?

She's standing in front of the service door.
Robert back tracks to stand besi de her.

G NNY
VWat's in here?

ROBERT
Let's find out.

Robert pries with the screwdriver until the | ock pops.
He presses the door open slowy, |ooking inside.

| NT. SERVI CE ROOM - - DAY

A water heater, master circuit breaker, cable box, electrical
meters, gas neters in a cranped little room

G NNY
Not hi ng.

ROBERT
Wait a m nute.

Robert squeezes past the water heater, into..
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| NT. SERVI CE PASSAGE -- DAY

A narrow passage between apartnent units, pinpoints of
illum nation can be seen further down the passage.

Robert and G nny squeeze down the narrow passage to a pinpoint
of light. Wen Robert |ooks through the peep hole, he sees:

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY

Their own bedroom

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY

Robert gives G nny a | ook through the peephol e.

G NNY
Oh ny God. He can see everything.
He's wat ched us nmake | ove.

ROBERT
Not recently.

G NNY
W have to call Detective El wood.

ROBERT
Tell himwhat? Qur landlord is a peeping
ton? He sneaks into apartnents when
nobody's honme and steals thing? They'll
fine hima couple of hundred dollars
and |l et himgo.

| NT. SERVI CE ROOM -- DAY

G NNY
But he killed Helen..

ROBERT
This doesn't prove that. |[If he's
arrested as a peeping tom he'll know

we're on to himand destroy anything
that ties himto Helen's nurder.

G NNY
We can't just let himgo..

ROBERT
We've got to find the evidence before
he destroys it. Make sure Detective
El wood arrests himfor nurder.

G NNY
How do we do that?

Robert takes the screw driver to the water heater, unscrew ng
a clanp and prying off one of the pipes.
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ROBERT
Watch out.

Boi ling hot water floods the room

ROBERT
Now we wait. ..

Robert's hands are filthy, coated wwth rust, dirt, and grease.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- EVEN NG

Ni ght falls on the conpl ex.
| NT. Rl CHVOND S BATHROOM - - EVEN NG

Alice Richnond gets ready to take a shower. ..
Can't get any hot water.
She cranks the hot faucet.

No steam
Puts her hand into the water.
Col d.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- EVEN NG

G nny | ooks out the w ndow at the conpl ex.
A phone rings fromone of the units.
A mnute later, Jeffries leaves his unit with his tool box.

G NNY
He' s novi ng.

Robert enters, dressed entirely in black, arnmed with a
flashlight and screwdriver. Latex gloves on his hands.

ROBERT
Let's go.

Robert and G nny | eave.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- EVEN NG

Robert and G nny watch fromthe shadows as Jeffries enters
Ri chnond's apartnment wth his tool box.

G NNY
VWhat should | do if he cones back?

ROBERT
Yel| ? That's going to take hima while,
| should be done before he is.

G nny gives hima kiss, then Robert creeps to Jeffries unit.
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EXT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

Robert uses the screwdriver to jinmmy open the door.

| NT. RICHVOND S BATHROOM - - EVEN NG

Jeffries turns off the water.

JEFFRI ES
Must be the water heater.

Alice R chnond holds her robe tightly closed, no peeking.
EXT. SERVI CE ROOM - - EVEN NG

Water from under the door

JEFFRI ES
Dam.

Unl ocks the door, enters the service room

| NT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

Robert enters Jeffries' apartnment, relocks the door.
Rugged, mascul i ne furnishings.

Robert clicks on the flashlight, searches for clues.
Looks under the sofa cushions, nothing.

Opens all of the drawers of a desk: work rel ated papers.
Searches the entire living roomand gets zilch.

| NT. SERVI CE ROOM - - EVEN NG

Jeffries takes one | ook at the water heater and frowns.

JEFFRI ES
How t he hell did that happen?

Turns off the water and opens his tool box.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny | ooks fromthe service roomwhere Jeffries is working,
across the conplex to Jeffries unit where Robert is searching.

| NT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

IN THE KI TCHEN

Robert opens kitchen cupboards, pulling out cereal boxes and
shaki ng them Looking for anything out of place.

ROBERT
(sotto)
Where do you hide your secrets?
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He searches every cupboard and drawer in the kitchen, finds
not hi ng, | eaves the kitchen..

Bolts back in and opens the refrigerator door.
He exam nes everything, giving sone itens a shake.
Not hi ng.

The freezer is filled with foil wapped packages.
One | abel ed: Hel en.
A body part?

ROBERT
Ch ny Cod.

He carefully unwaps it, afraid of what it m ght be.
Red liquid drips onto he floor.

Drip

Drip

Drip

Robert pulls back the foil to reveal..

ROBERT
Lasagna.

Rewraps it and tosses it back in the freezer, shuts the door.

| NT. SERVI CE ROOM - - EVEN NG

Jeffries keeps fixing the water heater.
Suspi ci ous of the break.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny keeps watch

| NT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

| N THE BEDROOM

Robert searches the cl oset, wastebaskets, under the bed.
A night stand has a secret door.

ROBERT
VWhat have we here?

Skin magazi nes. Bondage, sone S&M materi al
Robert flips through one of them frowns, replaces them

I N THE BATHROOM

Robert searches the nedi ci ne cabi net, | ooks under the sink,
inthe toilet flush tank. Finds nothing crimnal.

| NT. SERVI CE ROOM - - EVEN NG

Jeffries al nost has the water heater fixed.
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EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny | ooks fromthe Service Roomacross to Jeffries' unit.

| NT. JEFFRI ES' APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

Robert | eaves the bedroom down the hall to the living room..

St ops.
The hall is at least five feet too |ong.
In the center of the hall is an old fashioned wall heater..

But there's a central air vent on the fl oor.

Robert takes a closer | ook at the wall heater.

Plays with the control knob on the side. Instead of turning
on the heater, it unhooks the unit fromthe wall. The wall
heater is a DOOR!

ROBERT
Bi ngo.

Robert shines his flashlight inside.

| NT. SERVI CE ROOM - - EVEN NG

Jeffries finishes fixing the water heater, turns on the water.
No | eaks.

He starts putting away his tools.

| NT. JEFFRI ES' SECRET ROOM -- EVEN NG

Is filled with "trophies" fromthe tenants.
Everywhere Robert shines the flashlight he finds nore
evi dence.

ROBERT
Dam.

Vials of drugs stolen from Nurse Byron Crane.

Sheets of hieroglyphics from Professor Frenont.

Tenni s rackets and sal es brochures from Chanbers.

Neon bar |ights and booze bottles from Arbogast.
Rel i gi ous paraphernalia fromthe Ml ers.

A billy club, weapons, badge, and a uniformfrom Doyl e.
Robert and G nny's shattered weddi ng photo.

ROBERT
Jesus.

And a pile of things fromHel en: dark gl asses, her bathing
suit, suntan lotion, cigarettes, and photos..

Lots of photos.

A shrine made of candi d photos shot through the peep hol es.
Stol en panties hang on pushpins, adding to the coll age.
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A second shrine of photos for Alice Ri chnond.
Eye patches and stolen panties... Wird!

Athird shrine to nurder victi mAna Preston

The | ast shrine contains candid photos of G nny taken through
t he peep holes, and several pairs of stolen panties.

ROBERT
Ch ny Cod.

| NT. SERVI CE ROOM - - EVEN NG

Jeffries closes his tool box, |eaves the service room

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny watches Jeffries |lock the service door behind him

A NNY
Ch no.

Jeffries starts down the hall.

G nny | ooks across the conplex at Jeffries' unit. Robert is
still inside.

Jeffries stops at Alice R chnond' s door, knocks.

G nny steps closer to Jeffries' unit, whispers |oudly:

G NNY
Robert! Robert!

Robert can't hear her.

But Jeffries turns his head away from Alice R chnond, | ooks
out across the conplex. Listening.

G nny clings to the shadows near the edge of the pool
Jeffries looks right at her... but doesn't see her.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- EVEN NG

Jeffries turns back to Alice R chnond.

JEFFRI ES
The wat er heater was broken. Shoul d be
fine, now, but I'd give it ten - fifteen
mnutes to fill with hot water.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny tries whisper-shouting again

G NNY
He's com ng, Robert!. Get out!
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Robert doesn't hear her, but Jeffries turns his head again.

| NT. JEFFRI ES SECRET ROOM -- EVEN NG

Robert tears all of G nny's photos off the wall, rips her
panties off the push pins. Anger building.

In the flashlight beam A door in back of the secret room
Robert stops tearing up photos, opens the door.

| NT. SERVI CE PASSACE -- EVEN NG

Anot her service passage, dotted by pinpoints of |ight from
the peep holes. Robert shines the flashlight down the
passage. It runs the length of the building.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- EVEN NG

Alice R chnond cl oses her door.
Jeffries grabs his tools, anbles down the hall to the stairs.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny | ooks fromJeffries trotting down the stairs to the
cl osed door to his unit... Robert still inside!

| NT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

Robert steps out of the secret room closes the wall heater.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- EVEN NG

Jeffries bounces away fromthe stairs, decides to cut through
the swi mm ng pool area on the way back to his apartnent...

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- EVEN NG

Heading right at G nny! She rolls under the gate into..
EXT. PATI O AREA -- EVEN NG

Just as Jeffries cuts through the pool area..

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- EVEN NG

Passing wwthin a few feet of where G nny hides near the fence.

EXT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

Jeffries strolls up to his apartnent door, unlocks it.
Then notices the jinmy marks.

Sets his tool box down, opens it, pulls out a big claw hamrer.
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EXT. PATI O AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny sees Jeffries push open his door, hamer rai sed.

G NNY
ROBERT!

Her voi ce echoes through the conpl ex.

EXT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

Jeffries turns, |ooks R GHT AT HER

JEFFRI ES
Good evening Ms. Townsend.

EXT. PATI O AREA -- EVEN NG

Caught .
G NNY
M. Jeffries... Have you seen ny
husband?

JEFFRI ES
He isn't working late tonight?

G NNY
No. Not tonight.

EXT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

JEFFRI ES
If | see him I'Il tell himyou're
| ooki ng for him

Jeffries enters his apartnent, hamrer raised. Knows who
jimmed his door, who will be the next victimof an accident.

The door cl oses behind Jeffries.
Cutting off all hope G nny has of seeing her husband again

| NT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

Jeffries flicks on the lights, hamrer ready.
JEFFRI ES
You can cone out now, M. Townsend.
The ganme is over
He goes fromroomto roomflicking on the |ights.

EXT. PATI O AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny watches in terror as lights flick on in every one of
Jeffries' w ndows.
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Knows that Robert will be caught... kill ed.
EXT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

The bedroom wi ndow gl i des open.

Robert knocks out the screen as he rolls out. Quickly pops
the screen back in place SECONDS before the bedroom | i ght
flicks on.

EXT. PATI O AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny sees that Robert has escaped..
O has he?

Jeffries crosses RIGHT TO THE W NDOW
EXT. JEFFRI ES APARTNMENT -- EVEN NG

Robert hugs the base of the wi ndow as Jeffries LOOKS QUT.
Only inches between the two nen.

When Jeffries | ooks down Robert squeezes against the wall.

EXT. PATI O AREA -- EVEN NG

G nny sees Jeffries | ooking dowmn at where Robert hides.
WI 1l he spot her husband?

G nny waves at Jeffries, distracting him
Jeffries glares at her as he slides his w ndow cl osed.

G nny buries her face in her hands, catching her breath
That was a cl ose one.

Sonmeone creeps behind G nny.
A hand grabs her shoul der, spins her around!

ROBERT
He's the one.

When G nny returns to the ground, Robert conti nues.

ROBERT
St al king a dozen people and he doesn't
even have to | eave the building.

G NNY
He knows where we |ive, when we're hone
and when we're away, and he has keys to
our apartnent.

G nny | ooks at Jeffries' unit.

G NNY
You're sure it's hinf



ROBERT
He has a trophy roomin there, Gn.
Stolen stuff fromthe tenants. Ms.
Ri chnond' s eye patches, drugs,
hi er ogl yphi cs, weapons, underwear. ..
Shrines to Helen, Anna Preston..

G NNY
Shri nes?

ROBERT
(reluctant)
Phot os and personal itens. Candid
phot os, taken through the peep hol es.

G NNY
Pi ctures of ne?

ROBERT
You don't want to know about this.

G NNY
We're together on this, renenber? Equal
partners. You can tell ne.

ROBERT
He had photos of you. Nude phot os.
Sone of your panties. Personal stuff.
(beat)
He's obsessed with you.

G nny nods slowy, really creeped out.

G NNY
| kissed him

ROBERT
| tore up the pictures. D dn't want
hi m | ooki ng at them agai n.

G NNY
Thanks.

ROBERT
He's going to know | was there. Know
that we're on to him

G nny | ooks back at Jeffries' apartnent.

Every light is on, door still closed tight.
G NNY
He's still in there. Hasn't tried to

run. Maybe he doesn't know, yet.

ROBERT
He's going into that secret room
sonetinme. \Wen he does..

88.
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Jeffries wll kill them

G NNY

VWhat's our plan?
ROBERT

You have that detective's phone nunber?
G NNY

El wood?
ROBERT

We go back to the apartnment. Call him
Get himout here before Jeffries destroys
t he evi dence.

G nny nods, keeps an eye on Jeffries' door as they creep
across the patio to their unit. Looking for shadows on the
curtains, signs that Jeffries mght | ook out, discover them

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

Night is falling fast.
When Robert and G nny reach the stairway, it's dark.

They creep up the stairs, keeping an eye on Jeffries' door.
It remains cl osed.
He hasn't discovered... yet.

Down the hall, past a half dozen cl osed doors..
Finally to their own door. Robert unlocks it, they enter.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

Robert | ocks and bolts the door behind them
Puts on the chain.
Grabs a chair fromthe kitchen, wedges it under the knob

ROBERT
Ther e.

G nny brings Detective Elwood's card fromthe kitchen

G NNY
Her e.

Robert and G nny hold each other for a nonent.
Finally safe.

They kiss, snuggle, taking strength fromeach ot her.

ROBERT
Keep an eye on his door while I call.

G nny | ooks through parted curtains at Jeffries' door
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G NNY
VWhat if he | eaves before Elwood gets
here?

ROBERT

Just hope he doesn't.

Robert picks up the phone, dials fromthe business card,
puts the handset to his ear. Hears not hing.

Taps the hang up bar a couple of tines.

The phone is dead.

ROBERT
G nny?

VWHAM
Jeffries steps out of the dark hall and SLAMS hi s hamer
into Robert's head, knocking himdown and out.

G nny turns fromthe w ndow, screans when she sees Jeffries.
Runs to the front door, tries to open it.
Locked.

Jeffries tosses the hammer aside, pulls a roll of duct tape
fromhis tool belt, pulls off a strip.

JEFFRI ES
Your husband forgot to nention the back
way out of ny place.

Gnny pulls the chair fromunder the knob, THROAS it at him
Jeffries ducks, the chair flies by harm essly. He |aughs.

JEFFRI ES
Mnute | saw the jimy marks on ny door,
| knew he found ny treasures. Knew he'd
want to call the police.

G nny funbles with the | ocks, the dead bolt, the chain
Gets the door open!

Jeffries kicks it cl osed.

JEFFRI ES
| can't let that happen.

G nny gets ready to scream.
...Jeffries slaps the strip of tape over her nouth.

JEFFRI ES
Shhhh! Take it easy.

She fights, slamm ng hands agai nst his chest.
He grabs her wrists, uses brute force to pull her hands away.
Then begi ns danci ng through the roomw th her.
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JEFFRI ES
(hums the Mot own song)
| like dancing with you, G nny.

He swi ngs her out, dips her, spins her... She's his prisoner.

JEFFRI ES
You' re a good partner.

He pulls her hands cl ose together, tapes her wists together,
backs her to the sofa and sets her down with a flourish.

JEFFRI ES
You'll have to wait here whil e Robert
has his acci dent.
(terror in her eyes)
Taking a wal k by the pool, tripped, hit
hi s head, drowned.

Jeffries grabs Robert by the belt, lifts himlike | uggage.
Carries himout the front door.

G nny watches in terror as the door closes behind them
Then the |l ock and dead bolt | ocks fromthe outside, Jeffries
using his pass keys to trap her inside the apartnent.

She tries screamng, can't.
Tries pulling her hands apart, can't.
Wants to save her husband, can't.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

Jeffries carries Robert down the stairs to the pool.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- N GHT

Opens the gate, saunters through carrying Robert.

Stops at the edge of the pool, | ooks at the rippling water.
Swi ngs Robert back and tosses himinto the pool.

Spl ash!

Wat ches the ripples for a nonent before popping a Certs into
his nmouth and returning to the apartnent for G nny.

EXT. ROB & G NNY'S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Jeffries uses his pass keys to unlock and unbolt the door.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

Gnny isn't on the sofa anynore.

JEFFRI ES
Come on, G nny. Were are you going to
go? Wio's going to help you?
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Jeffries | ooks through the apartnent for her.

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

She isn't in the kitchen or dining area.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S MASTER BEDROOM -- NI GHT

JEFFRI ES
You in here waiting for nme?

He searches the bedroom throw ng open the cl oset door.
No sign of her.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S BATHROOM -- NI GHT

Pokes his head inside the bathroom she isn't there.
Leaves.

Then bolts back inside and throws open the shower door!
Enpt y.

I NT. ROB & G NNY'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT

JEFFRI ES
Where the hell are you?

Sees the spare bedroom door and sm | es.

| NT. ROB & G NNY' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

No furniture to hide behind, Gnny cowers in the corner
JEFFRI ES
(sml es)
VWhat are you doing in here?
He anbl es over and jerks her to her feet, drags her out.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COMPLEX -- N GHT

Jeffries nmuscles G nny out of the apartnent, down the stairs,
across the conplex to his apartnent...

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- N GHT

Passi ng Robert floating face down in the pool.
Mot i onl ess.

G nny sees her husband, tries to scream
Can't because of the tape.

EXT. JEFFRI ES APARTMENT -- N GHT

When he unl ocks the door, she escapes.
Running to the next apartnment door.
Knocki ng on the door with her head.
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MRS. MLLER (O S.)
Just a m nute.

Jeffries opens his door, races to grab G nny.

Yanks her away fromthe MIller's door..
...tosses her inside his apartnent...
...closes the door behind them..
... SECONDS before M Il ers door opens.

Ms. MIller, dressed in a bathrobe, |ooks outside.
Right, then left. No one there.
She cl oses her door, we hear the | ocks and deadbolt.

| NT. JEFFRI ES' APARTMENT -- N GHT

G nny stunbl es through the Iiving room nowhere to run

JEFFRI ES
| like to nip these little problens in
the bud before they get out of control
and really cost ne.

Jeffries grabs her, gently strokes her face.

JEFFRI ES
| like to think of ny tenants as ny
famly, but you' re special, G nny.

Ki sses her forehead.

JEFFRI ES
Most people need a little work, real
fixer uppers. So | give thema push

Strokes her hair, as he guides her to the wall heater.

JEFFRI ES
M. and Ms. MIler were having sonme
marri age problens, so | hel ped them
find religion... Left sonme things in
their apartnment. Gave them a nudge.

She struggles to escape, but he controls her.

JEFFRI ES

When they transferred M. Crane to the
cancer ward, he becane depressed. Stopped
finding his job fulfilling.

(tw sts heater knob)
| worried about him Put information
in his apartnment about this fell ow who
hel ped end a patient's suffering. Now
he has a new direction in life.

Opens the wall heater/secret door, smles at G nny.
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JEFFRI ES
| |ike making things, know ng they're
mne. But the job is never finished.

Pull s a savage | ooking linoleumknife fromhis tool belt.
G abs her hands.

Rai ses the knife.

Cuts the tape binding her wists together.

JEFFRI ES
There. That's better, isn't it?

Jeffries forces her through the secret door.

| NT. JEFFRIES SECRET ROOM -- NI GHT

He pushes G nny to the desecrated shrine.

JEFFRI ES
Look what your husband did to you.
build things, and he tears them down.

The candi d photos shock her. Her privacy conpletely viol ated.

JEFFRI ES
Why do you et himtreat you |like that?
Tear you apart?

Jeffries picks up pieces of photos, tries to reassenble G nny.
None of the pieces match, creating a distorted G nny.

JEFFRI ES
No respect.

G nny sees the shattered weddi ng photo fromthe mantle.
Shards of glass cutting Robert's inage. He's dead.

JEFFRI ES
"1l treat you better. [I'mnot a smart
man, but | know what |ove is.

He pulls her close, lino knife in hand.

G nny lets himkiss her taped nouth. One hand keeps the
lino knife away from her, the other nmassages his groin.

JEFFRI ES
| knew you' d under st and.
(l'icks the tape)
Anna Preston noved out right after her
husband's accident. Didn't even give
me a chance.

When G nny gets a big enough target, she savagely knees it.

Jeffries screans and goes down into the shrine.
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G nny kicks himin the stomach, runs to the secret roonis
back door. Tries tearing the tape off her nouth, can't.

She reaches the door, turns the knob, pushes.

Not hi ng happens.

The door won't open.

Jeffries crawls to his feet, mad, lino knife glittering.

G nny throws her shoul der agai nst the door
It won't budge.

Jeffries grow s, charges her

JEFFRI ES
You little bitch.

G nny tries PULLING on the door
Gets it open.
Squeezes through JUST as Jeffries reaches the door.

| NT. SERVI CE PASSACE -- N GHT

Gnny tries to pull the door closed, but Jeffries reaches
t hrough the opening and grabs her. Cawi ng at her face.

JEFFRI ES
After all | did for you?

G nny tries to yank the door closed.
But it's too late. Jeffries is halfway through the door.
G nny stops pulling and PUSHES with brute force.

The door hits himin the face, but he doesn't go down.
He keeps pushing on the door, nuscling it open.

G nny yanks the door, crushing his arm

JEFFRIES (O S.)
Dam.

Jeffries renmoves his arm using both hands to pull the door.
They push back and forth with the door.

Jeffries trying to get in, G nny keeping himout.

Li ke a tug of war.

Several tinmes Jeffries gets a hand through to terrorize her.
Gougi ng at her face or ripping at her clothes.

G nny pulls the door, but can't get it closed.

Jeffries pulls the door open w der, gaining control.



96.

Jeffries al nbst has enough space to squeeze into the hall.
He reaches in to grab G nny's face.

She bites him
Jeffries screanms, wthdraws his arm
G nny YANKS the door closed, flips the |ock, runs.

| NT. JEFFRIES SECRET ROOM -- NI GHT

Jeffries pulls out his pass keys, unlocks the door. Easy.

| NT. SERVI CE PASSACE -- N GHT

G nny runs for the pinpoints of light, trying to find help

Li ght floods behind her as Jeffries opens the door and gives
chase, linoleumknife glittering.

JEFFRI ES
Where can you run?

The service passage is a twisted maze, filled with dead ends.

JEFFRI ES
This is MY conpl ex.

G nny tops at a point of light, can see M. and Ms. MIller
in their bedroom tries to scream

Her nmouth is taped.

Doesn't have tinme to pull off the tape... Jeffries is com ng!
G nny bolts down the dark passage, turning a corner

Jeffries only a dozen feet behind her. Gaining.

G nny | ooks over her shoulder to see how close he is, |oses
her footing and falls on her face.

Jeffries laughs, lino knife glittering.
Cl oser.
Cl oser.

G nny scranbles to her feet, runs for her life.
Jeffries only a few feet behind her.

G nny passes pinpoints of light, but doesn't have tine to
stop and pound the walls. Jeffries is R GHT BEH ND HER!

She rips the tape off her nouth, turns a corner, runs.
Manages to get a half dozen feet ahead of Jeffries before
she hits the dead end. She's run the length of the conpl ex.

Jeffries turns the corner, |aughs when he sees her.
Tr apped.



JEFFRI ES
No way out, G nny.

G nny realizes the 2x4s nailed to the wall are a | adder

Starts clinbing.
The second floor's secret passage is directly overhead.
Jeffries gets to the | adder.

G nny scranbles up, trying to escape.
He grabs her left foot.

JEFFRI ES
Got cha.

Tries to yank her off the | adder.
G nny holds on, fingers digging into the 2x4s.
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Jeffries yanks harder on her foot, alnost pulling her down.

G NNY
Let. Go.

Jeffries pulls harder, she |oses her hand hol ds.
Fal | s.

Grabs the next rung with both hands and hangs on.
But Jeffries is R GHT UNDERNEATH HER

So she kicks himin the face.
Har d.

Jeffries lets go and crunbles to the fl oor.
Gnny clinbs up to the second fl oor

| NT. SERVI CE PASSACE -- N GHT

G nny runs for a pinpoint of light, pounding the wall and

scream ng, but she's still trapped in the passage.
Jeffries scranbles up the | adder
Then she hears the sound of a water heater going on.

Sees the flickering blue flane.
Runs to it.

| NT. SERVI CE ROOM -- NI GHT

G nny squeezes out of the passage into a service room
El ectric neters, water heater, main cable box.

And a door | eading out!

She can hear Jeffries scranbling down the passage. C ose.
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G nny SLAMS open the door, runs outside.
EXT. WOOLRI CH ARVG COVPLEX -- NI GHT

G nny runs down the hall to a door and pounds on it.

G NNY
Hel p!  Hel p ne!

Al of the lights in the unit go off.
She runs to the next door and begi ns poundi ng.

G NNY
Pl ease help nme! Hel p!

Ar bogast | ooks out his w ndow at her.

They | ock eyes.

She bangs on the w ndow, pleading.

Ar bogast di sappears behind the curtain, turns off the |ights.

Jeffries BLASTS out of the service door, knife glittering.

JEFFRI ES
There you are.

G nny stops pounding and starts running.
Bolting to the stairs

JEFFRI ES
No one will help you. They value their
privacy. Want to be left al one.

Jeffries gives chase, running |like a mad man.

G nny stunbles down the stairs.

Trips.

Falls down a few steps, but grabs the bannister.

Gets to the bottomof the stairs, runs to her apartnent.
Jeffries only a dozen feet behind her.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- N GHT

Runs past the pool, alnost tripping over Helen's | ounge.
Gets to the other side of the pool.

No sign of Jeffries.

She has escaped!

VWham

She runs right into his arns!
He grabs her, holds her close.
She screanms. Struggl es.

Can't get away!

ROBERT
It's okay. It's ne.
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G nny realizes her captor is Robert.
He's alive, dripping wet, holding Jeffries' discarded hamer.

G NNY
Robert .

They ki ss, holding each other, giving each other strength.
A nmonent .

Then Jeffries appears on the opposite side of the pool.

JEFFRI ES
You' re supposed to be dead.
ROBERT
(to G nny)
Let's try this again. 1'Il keep him
busy, you phone Detective El wood.
G NNY
| can't |eave you...
ROBERT
Trust nme. | can handle it.

She backs away fromthe pool slowy, runs to the apartnent.
Jeffries advances, linoleumknife glittering in the noonlight.
ROBERT

Get out of our lives. Leave us al one.
Last chance.

JEFFRI ES

This is ny conplex. You're ny tenant.
| own you, | control you

(cl oser)
This conplex is ny life's work. |I'm
not going to let sone office idiot ruin
It.

(cl oser)
You're a w npy, spineless, excuse for a
man... A wong turn in evolution..

(lifts knife)
But all of that is about to end.

When Jeffries is only a few feet away, Robert lifts his
weapon.

ROBERT
|"ve got the tools to fix this.

Jeffries pounces, knife sw nging.
Robert bl ocks with the claw hamer.
CLANG
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Jeffries swngs the lino knife again and again, each tine
Robert blocks it wth the hamer.
CLANG CLANG

A crazy parody of a Errol Flynn/Basil Rathbone sword fight.

Jeffries swings low, slicing Robert's shirt.
Robert | ands the hammer on the mani ac's shoul der.

CLANG
WOOSH!
CLANG
They parry, thrust, |unge, Dbl ock.

Robert SLAMS the hammer into the knife, knocking it out of
Jeffries' hand. Disarmng him

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

G nny dials the phone, shaking.
EXT. SWMM NG POOL AREA -- NI GHT

Jeffries pulls another weapon fromhis tool belt: Pliers.

Robert sw ngs the hamrer at his head.
Jeffries ducks, cones up with the pliers, GRABS Rob's hand.

M sses.

Swi ng.

Snap.

Swi ng.

Snhap.

Cont act !

The pliers bite into Robert's hand.
He screans.

Fi ngers bent backwards.

JEFFRI ES
The right tool for the job.

Robert ignores the pain, sw ngs the hamrer.
WHAM Hits Jeffries in the head and knocks himoff his feet.
Jeffries goes sprawling on the pool-side tile.
Robert shakes bl ood back into his bent fingers.
Then Jeffries kicks his legs out fromunder him
Robert goes down, dropping the hanmer.

The two nen grapple at the edge of the pool.
Jeffries pushing Robert's head under water, drowning him



Arnms flailing, Robert is about to die.
Turni ng bl ue.

JEFFRI ES
That's better. Just l|let go.

Robert SLAMS a hand into Jeffries face.
Does it again.
Agai n.

Jeffries lets go, Robert conmes up for air.

Deep, greedy breaths.

JEFFRI ES
You son of a bitch

Pulls a screwdriver fromhis tool belt, stabs at Robert.
Robert noves his head, the screwdriver sparks on cenent.

Jeffries pulls the screwdriver high over head,
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st abs down!

Robert grabs Jeffries' hands, keeping the screwdriver away

fromhis face. |nches away.
JEFFRI ES
Sooner or l|ater you'll get the point.

Jeffries pushes the screwdriver closer to Robert's left eye.

Robert pushes the screwdriver away.
Back and forth.
Cl oser.

The bl ade al nost touching his eye.
Robert struggling to push it away.

Jeffries nuscling it closer to Robert's left eye.

Cl oser.
Al nost touchi ng!

I NT. ROB & G NNY' S KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

Gnny finally gets through to El wood.
G NNY

He's down there trying to kill ny
husband. You've got to come NOW

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- N GHT

Robert noves his head out of the way, lets go of Jeffries

hands, allowi ng the screwdriver to SLAMinto the cenent.

Spar ki ng.

Robert knocks Jeffries off of him craw s away.

Jeffries grabs his leg and pulls himback.
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JEFFRI ES
' mnot finished.

Robert kicks himin the face.
Crawl s away.
Doesn't get far.

Robert has crawl ed into the pool side fence.
Tr apped.

Jeffries pounces, straddles him pulls the cordless dril
fromhis tool belt and squeezes the trigger a few tines.
G ow .

G ow .
JEFFRI ES

This should do the trick.
Jeffries janbs the electric drill at Robert's right eye.
The grinding drill bit wll pass right through his eye, into
the brain, killing Robert.
Robert holds the drill away with both hands..
G nny runs down the stairs to the pool. On the other side
of the pool, Jeffries presses the drill closer to Robert's

eye. She's too far away to stop it.

Her foot hits sonething.
The fallen hanmer.

G NNY
Robert!

She ki cks the hanmer al ong the side of the pool - al nost
goi ng over the side and into the water a couple of tines.

Robert lets go of Jeffries with one hand.
Reaches down and scoops the sliding hamrer.
Swings it!

SECONDS before the drill would have pierced Robert's eye,
t he hamrer SLAMS Jeffries in the head with enough force to
knock hima half dozen feet into the pool.

The electric drill hits the water and short circuits.

Jeffries hits the water and sinks in a cloud of red.
The claw end of the hammer sticking out of his head.

ROBERT
Now you' re finished.

Robert staggers to his feet, stands tall.
Dirty, ragged, torn up.
A savage. A man.
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Looks down at Jeffries' body floating in the pool.
Dead.

Soneone grabs him from behi nd!

Spi ns hi m ar ound!

Robert grabs his assail ant.

G NNY
Are you okay?

Gnny pulls himinto her arns.
Ki sses him

ROBERT
Good ki ck. Ever consi dered a soccer
career?

They hol d each other tight.

They have cone full circle, a |oving couple again..

Finally starting over.

Somewhere in the distance, sirens can be heard getting cl oser.

EXT. WOOLRI CH ARMS COWPLEX -- NI GHT

Lights flick on in the dark units, doors open.

On the bal conies, wal kways and pati os: Every other resident
of Woolrich Arns rubbernecks.

EXT. SW MM NG POOL AREA -- N GHT

Rob and G nny | ook down at the body of their dead | andl ord.

ROBERT
Hope we don't get evicted for this.

Police cars pull up outside the conplex...

FADE OUT
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